, 





Che Smndav School Gines, 








JOHN D. WATTLES, 


PHILADELPHIA, FEBRUARY 10, 1883. 


VOLUME XXvV., 














PUBLISHER. { NUMBER 6. 
ht 1883 by John D. Wattles. > . 

Entered at the P at Philadelphia as“ second-class matter.” | ig never proper to allow in such a gathering a discus-| by us. Had it been observed by either editor or 
eee aaa e ey Ae ee Cuadn forteoe, tail be dont om tnt | 8i0n of the truth of the Bible itself; nor to permit the| publisher before the paper was sent out, the entire 
“Tu ae. open questioning of the validity and binding claims | edition would have been destroyed, to keep it from 

of the religion of the Bible. Those points ought to be | seeing the light. But it was first noticed after the 
taken for granted, or counted as settled, by persons | edition was already mailed. It certainly was not of 
sail CONTENTS. who have met for Bible study. This principle is well 


Notes :—The Index for 1882. Communism in the Bible. Dr. Isaacs 
on Rabbinical Ethics. Congregational Sunday-schools. The Bible 
class nota Court. Teachings of the Dial. Our Advertising Columns 

Our Part in the Great Harmony 
Norss on OPEN LETTERS: 

Something the Matter at Prayer-meeting. More about the Tithe... 
From CONTRIBUTORS: 

We Seek a City [poem]. By Lucy Randolph Fleming.................000 

Communism inthe Early Church. By Professor John P. Gulliver. 

Ethics of the Rabbis. By Dr. A. 8. Isaacs. 

Sunday-school Field and Work among Congregationalists. By the 
Rev. A. E. Dunning... 

What One Woman Did for Japan. By Mrs. Helen H. 8, Thompson 
For CHILDREN aT HOME: 


£22 















































The Willful Sapling. By Margaret Compton................ccc00ccccereseereee 85 
Ways or WORKING: 

Sunday-school Flower Culture 85 

Reading for the Class 85 
Lesson HELPS: 

Lesson Calend 86 
(Lesson VIII. Febraary 25. Ananias and Sapphira. 
Acts 5: 1-11.) 

Lesson Analy 86 
Lesson Bible \e Reading sé 
Lesson Sur 86 
Critical Notes. By Theodore D. Woolsey, D.D., LIL.D.........00.00cc000e0 - 6 
Lying Unte God. By Charles 8. Robinson, D.D.................2-+-« aie & 
Illustrative Applications. By H. Clay Trumbull 88 
Teaching Hints. By M. C. Hazard.................cccssseercereesnevses senseereee 88; 
Hints for the Primary Teacher. By Faith Lati 88 
Question Hints. By Miss Anna T. Pearce 89 
Blackboard Hints. a 
Hints for Lesson Hymns. 89 
Orientalisms of the Lesson. By Professor Isaac H. Hall.................. 89 
Books aND WRITERS 
Progress in Lexicography 90 





| Theories of Darwin. The Speeches of the Holy Apostles, Outlines 


on Sermons on the Old Testament. Socrates. The Hereafter of Sin 
WorRK anND WORKERS: 























Workers in Council 90 
Councils in Prosp 91 
e A. = 3 91 
Evangelism 91 
Temp 91 
Pe 91 
Worth REPEATING: 
The Smoke of Sacrifice [poem] % 
The Gladness of Christian Fell hip 93 











In response to calls for our Index for 1882, we will 
say that a copy of it can be had by any subscriber 
who will write and ask for it. As its value is chiefly 
to those who preserve their files, we do not send it out 
except by request. 


Dr. Gulliver’s article on “ Communism in the Early 
Church” has a special interest in connection with the 
lesson of Ananias and Sapphira; and it will help to 
make clear to many readers a matter which, on the 
face of the Bible text, would seem a perplexing one. 


“The Ethics of the Rabbis ” is a theme of always 
fresh interest to intelligent Bible students. Dr. A.S. 
Isaacs, who treats that theme for our readers this week, 
is the accomplished editor of The Jewish Messenger, 
a paper conducted with marked ability, and in uni- 
formly excellent spirit. 


This week it is the Congregational Sunday-schools 
which have their exhibit in our columns. The Rev. 
A. E. Dunning, who tells their story, is the €fficient 
Sunday-school secretary of the Congregational Sun- 
day-school and Publishing Society. He is also known 
to our readers for his contributions in different lines 


\of Sunday-school theory and practice. 





| Large freedom of discussion can properly be allowed, 


and even welcomed, in a popular Bible class ; but it 


~ 
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: or year; and, again, the morning from the evening of 





stated by Professor Cyrus Northrop, of Yale College, 
when he says: “The Bible class that is converted 
into a court for the trial of Christianity is, and in the 
nature of the case must be, a failure.” 


There is a peculiar impressiveness in the hour of 
midnight, and in the hour of noonday. To one who 
watches by a sick-bed, or who tosses restlessly on his 
own bed, there is no hour of night so solemn as that 
of twelve. And when the signal clock of a great city 
booms out the hour of noon, it sends a thrill through 
the hurrying crowd that throngs the busy streets ; and 
one and another stop to compare their own time- 
keepers with the common standard. And there are 
special lessons in these two dividing hours of the 
twenty-four. The hour-hand and the minute-hand 
both point directly up to heaven at that indivisible 
period which separates the old from the new, of day 


every day. So should our hearts, following the hands 
upon the dial, finish and begin each year and day 
with heavenward thoughts. And so, in the midst of 
the ceaseless flow of earthly cares, of the rush and 
whirl of varied avocations of our daily life below, 
should our hearts be lifted to things above. 


“Moment by moment, Lord, 

I look to thee. 

According to thy word, 
Oh, quicken me. 

I can do nothing, Saviour, 
Without thee ;° 

I can do all thities, 
If thou strengthen me.” 


It is well known to our readers and to our contem- 
poraries, as well as to advertisers generally, that we 
recognize a similar responsibility for our advertising 
columns as for our columns of other contributed 
matter. While we do not adopt as our own the opin- 
ions of our contributors—either those who pay us, or 
those whom we pay—we will not, intentionally, admit 
to our columns any statement which we do not deem 
both trustworthy and proper; and, should an adver- 
tisement of a party not in good standing be inadver- 
tently inserted, we are ready to refund to any sub- 
scriber whatever money he may lose thereby. But 
with the closest watchfulness, we are imposed on at 
times ; and then we have to take the consequences. 
Here, for an example: Recently two adyertisements 
were offered at our counting room from a Chicago 
publishing firm. The subordinate who received them 





thought that they were practically duplicates; and, 
the first of the two being followed up, was found | 
correct and passed as approved. This approval un- | 
fortunately was taken as covering the second one | 
also, but that proved to be a proposal for a prize- | 
guessing scheme, over Bible verses, among the | 
readers of “a certain Chicago weekly ”—as iniqui- | 
tous a scheme as a church-fair raffle. The advertise- | 
ment did not appear a second time in our columns ; 


and its appearance there at all was greatly regretted | 


a sort to be looked for in the pages of The Sunday 
School Times’; as our readers and contemporaries 
are reminding us in various ways. The Vermont 
Chronicle gave the matter all the prominence it could 
in its local sphere ; and now The Christian Advocate 
of New York copies the article from the Green Moun- 
tain weekly, and displays it in leaded type in its 
columns of religious news with the complimentary head- 
line, “Stealing the Livery of Heaven to Serve the 
Devil in.” The exceptional notice taken in these 
religious weeklies of a single advertisement in The 
Sunday School Times is a good indication of the 
value of this paper as an advertising medium, and of 
its general reputation for carefulness of oversight in 
its advertising pages. We sincerely regret the single 
appearance of this advertisement of the Chicago 
Bible-guessing match; and, as the best thing we can 
now do under the circumstances, we say squarely, that 
if the editors of either The Christian Advocate or 
The Vermont Chronicle have lost money by a ven- 
ture in this scheme, we are ready to refund the full 
amount of their loss. ; : 





OUR PART IN THE GREAT HARMONY. 


It is not only i in the physical world that spectrai 
illusions, visions of the brain, are mistaken for real 
things. Who that knows the extravagances of the 
German ultra-subjective philosophies, does not recog- 
nize the fact that these grotesque theories are only 
gigantic cases of spectral illusion,—only the shadows 
of self projected by the thinker into the universe out- 
side of him? Who cannot recognize another such 
case in the pessimism which poses as philosophy, and 
which is shut out everywhere from the vision of God 
by the wan face of its own despair? And who will 
not bé ready to admit that much of Christian discour- 
agement and of Christian fearfulness takes its origin 
in unsuspected cases of spiritual spectral illusion ? 

There are many voices which tell us that the times 
are out of joint. There are many weeping prophets 
whose eyes are as fountains of waters for the woes that 
are coming upon the peoples. There is many a keen, 
young intellect to-day whose fire has already burned 
down into “the white ash of an utter contempt for 
life.” There are souls which are sitting dumbly in 
the shadows, fearing everything, hoping nothing, 
Who, that sees these things, is not concerned to 
inquire where the fault lies—whether, indeed, the 
universe be, as Schopenhauer and his followers teach 
us, the vain outreaching of a blind desire, or whether 
the fault is with the thinkers and their thought ? 

Such an inquiry is no new thing. Thousands of 
years ago the Hebrew psalmist found himself face to 
face with the same questionings which trouble so many 
to-day. He also had his moments of doubt and 
| despair, when to his morbid vision God’s universe 
seemed a chaos,—when the divine harmony of God’s 
purposes was lost in discords.. But the clear light of 
God’s Revelation fell upon him, and the truth was 
| seen at last. In his bitterness of spirit he had asked : 
“Will the Lord cast off forever? and will he be 
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favorable no more? Is his mercy clean gone for- 
ever? doth his promise fail forevermore? Hath 
God forgotten to be gracious? hath he in anger shut 
up his tender mercies?” Then the answer came. 
“ And I said, This is my infirmity ; but I will remem- 
ber the years of the right hand of the Most High.” 
The true chord was struck at last. All that had 
seemed dark lay open in the light. The discord and 
the loneliness was his own infirmity ; he had cast the 
shadow of his own weakness upon the world as upon 
a screen. He opened his heart to the breath of God 
and of eternity, and in the thought of these twain he 
found the problem solved and the doubt dispelled. 
The spectre which had interposed between him and 
the face of his God was blotted out forever. 

Every man can find in his own life, if he seeks for 
them, parallels to this experience of Asaph. How 
many a childhood fear that seemed very real at the 
time, proved to be the creation of childhood igno- 
rance, and melted away with the coming of a wider 
knowledge? How often has some melancholy mood 
of manhood cast its jaundiced hue over men and things, 
and how often hesa single breath of hope or faith 
dispelled the whole ghostly fantasy ? Saddest experi- 
ence of all is when the man looks back upon child- 
hood innocence and childhood trust which lived in 
the very air of heaven, and has to confess that if 
God and heaven are farther off from him now than 
then, the change is not in them, but in himself. 


“The freshness of the early time 
On every breeze is blown; 
As glad the sea, as blue the sky,— 
The change is ours alone ; 
The saddest is my own.” 

The truth is that God’s great harmony may go 
sounding on, but if we are not in accord with it, that 
harmony will seem nothing but discord to us. We 
may not recognize that fact; we may decide that we 
alone are making true music, and that everything 
which does not agree with that is but a chaos of sound. 
But he who takes the true view of life will recognize 
that he is but as an instrument which is to bear its 
part in the symphony of the creation. If the instru- 
ment is out of tune, it is worse than useless. Even 
the philosophy of the heathen recognized the fact 
that it is a man’s duty to get into harmony with 
that which is outside of himself, and so to find har- 
mony with himself. Is the duty any less binding on 
Christians because an apostle exhorts us to have 
peace with God, and promises as the high reward of a 
Christian life that the peace of God which passeth all 
understanding shall keep our hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus ? 

We are too apt to forget our own duty of bearing 
a part in the great harmony. We are too apt to 
think that if we are out of harmony with God’s plans 
that the fault is not our own, but is due to the with- 
holding of some grace on God’s part, or to his endow- 
ing us with a more sensitive nature than he has given 
to others. We are willing to throw the blame any- 
where else than on our own shoulders. We forget 
that the Spirit of God is one and the same wherever 
he manifests himself; and that if he does not mani- 
fest himself in us, it is because we are not fitted for 
his use. The wind which blows through the organ- 
pipes is the same; but if the pipes are of different 
pitch their tones will be different ; and if one pipe is 
broken, it will either give no sound at all, or else 
utter some harsh, discordant note. The difference is 
not in the wind, but in the instrument. 


“ A deft musician does the breeze become 
Whenever an olian harp it finds: N 
Hornpipe and barrel-organ both are dumb 
Unto the most musicianly of winds.” 


And we must not deceive ourselves into the belief 
that we are only instruments. That is a very com- 
fortable belief—for some. 

“To drift with every passion, till my soul 

Is a stringed lute on which all winds may play,” 
may be a very pleasant thing for a time; but it can 
never be true of us unless we deliberately permit it so | 





ground that we are but instruments which have no 
power but to be obedient to the winds. It is given 
to us to decide whether our notes will be given forth 
at the breath of passion or of avarice or of pride, or 
in response to the gentle breathing of the Spirit of 
God. We are as vessels, but it is given to us to 
choose whether we shall be vessels meet for the 
Master’s service or vessels which are fitted for destruc- 
tion only. It is ours to decide whether we shall bear 
our part in the great harmony which God has designed, 
or whether ours shall be a discordant note, an offense 
to God and angels and men. We ourselves have to 
choose whether God’s harmony will be our harmony, 
or whether that divine music will be without meaning 
and without beauty tous. The world is God’s poem ; 
shall we move in rhythm with that poem, or shall our 
part in it be an irregular and disturbing one ? 

God has assigned different parts in that grand 
symphony to different persons. In the concerts of 
human voices and human instruments each voice, or 
each instrument, has its own place which it has to fill. 
If all the members of a singing company insisted on 
singing the same part, what a loss it would be to the 
listener. It is in the harmony of the different parts— 
the unity amid diversity, that much of the pleasure 
which comes from music is derived. And God’s great 
harmony has room also for many parts; there is no 
individuality which may not find in it free scope for 
all legitimate development; there is a richness of 
variety, a completeness of unity, in that harmony, 
which is found nowhere else. Here only true har- 
mony is to be found; and each man finds it only 
when he stands in his own place, and sustains his own 
part. 

If we have been forming vain spectres of our own 
imaginings to come bet®een us and our God, it is 
time that we sould turn us from our delusions, and 
be willing to see the truth. If we have been looking 
at our own shadows only, it is time that we should 
turn around and face the light. We may have 
despaired of God’s goodness; we may have shrunk 
back in terror from a future which to our weak sight 
presented only the blackness of darkness ; but now it 
is fitting that we, who are Christ’s, should recognize 
that that despair and that shrinking were but the 
result of our own weakness; that God’s mercies are 
sure; that his covenant is everlasting. The world is 
not a chaos; God’s purposes are not defeated; all 
things move on harmoniously for the glory of God 
and the good of those who love him. Let us take up 
our part in the great harmony, let us move in unison 
with the plans of God; so we shall perceive a divine 
beauty and a divine purpose in life—so we shall find 
in serving God peace and strength and blessedness. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


When we say that the following letter is from Ala- 
bama, we do not mean to say that it could not have come 
from Massachusetts, or Llinois, or Pennsylvania. 

I know a man who says he loves the church, but fears to go 
to prayer-meeting sometimes, because the preacher may call on 
him to lead in prayer. Is anything the matter? 

Of course there is something the matter. It may be 
the trouble is with the timid man; and it may be the 
trouble is with the “ preacher.” Notevery church-mem- 
ber is always ready to lead in prayer. Not every one 
ought to be expected to be always ready for this service. 
If, however, that church-member shrinks from being 
called on to pray in public, why doesn’t he go and tell 
the pastor accordingly. It is probable that under such 
circumstances the pastor would either bring the man to 
see his- duty differently, or would promise to consider 
his sensitiveness, and refrain from calling on him to pray. 
If, indeed, a pastor would refuse to heed a requestof that 
sort, it could hardly be wondered at that a timid man 
should stay away from prayer-meeting. 








’ With all that can be truly said about the unreadiness 
of Christians generally to give freely into the Lord’s 





treasury as they are prospered of the Lord, it can also | 
be said, that probably at no time since the days of the | 
early Church was there so much of free and hearty giv- | 
ing by Christians as at the present day. There are 


a8. 


devotedness of purse and person, to be seen on every 
side. And the widespread interest in this subject of 
Christian giving, manifested in the letters of inquiry 
evoked by our incidental comments on “tithes,” fur- 
nishes added proof of a healthy sentiment on the sub- 
ject. For example, a Methodist pastor in Connecticut 
writes : 

I am in fullest accord with you on the subject of tithe-giving, 
and would like to ask # question that has perplexed me some- 
what. You say “This tithe-giving is apart from charities, 
apart from gifts about which one has any personal choice.” 
What is the legitimate use of the tithe ? Is it not right togive 
it tothe poor? Would it be right to use the tithe for the purchase - 
of tracts for distribution? Will you please say how you think 
it ought to be applied ? 

In saying that “tithe-giving is apart from charities, 
apart from gifts about which one has any personal 
choice,” we did not mean that gifts to the poor, and all 
other charities, are not to be included in the one-tenth 
of devoted income. We simply meant that one-tenth of 
our income, like one-seventh of our time, belongs tothe 
Lord to begin with; to be disposed of in his ser- 
vice as his by right. Out of the remaining portion of 
time or money we can exercise a choice as to giving or 
withholding; but the first-named part is not, in the 
same sense, within the scope of our personal choice. In 
other words, until a Christian has given one-seventh 
of his time and one-tenth of his income to the Lord, he 
cannot begin to test his special generosity; up to that 
point he is doing nothing more than hissimple duty. A 
Christian cannot fairly talk of his special devotion in 
counting one-half of a day in each week as peculiarly 
the Lord’s, or of his open-handedness in giving five per 
cent. of his income to the Lord’s cause. But the devoted 
sum of money, like the devoted time, can be used for the 
Lord’s cause in one way as well as another, provided it 
be fairly for the Lord’s cause—used as the Lord seems 
to call on one for it. Here, for example, comes a Pres- 
byterian business man from Ohio, with a word as to his 
way of using the “tithe.” He says: 


I am moved to ask a question on giving, and where the Lord’s 
treasury, that you speak of, is located. I keep am accurate 
account of my income, and one-tenth is religiously set apart for 
the Lord; or, as my book is headed, “ One-tenth of my whole 
income to be paid to the Lord Jesus.’”’ Now, I have been tak- 
ing credit for my pew rental, also what I give in the Sunday- 
school, to missions, and to the temperance cause; also the 
amount given to pay our church debt and to remodel our church. 
Perhaps I should mention that our pastor is supported from 
rentals of pews, and that I belong te the Presbyterian Church, 
and give to all the boards of the church ; and the Lord is bless- 
ing me wonderfully, and gradually increasing my ability to 
give. 

That man has the right view of the case. In speaking 
of pew-rents as sometimes unfairly counted as a gift to 
the Lord, we referred to the outlay of an extra sum to 
secure a choice reserved seat for one’s self in the sanc- 
tuary ; not to the gift of money for the support of the 
pastorate without any personal specified return to the 
giver. For example, the seats in a certain church are 
sold at auction. One church-member of large means 
had been accustomed to occupy a prominent seat at a 
low rate, because no one cared to bid against him. On 
one occasion a venturesome rival ran up that seat, to 
three or four times its old price. The former sitter finally 
secured it. Oh, how indignant he was! But he was 
bound to have that seat. He wouldn’t give an extra 
dollar for it to support the gospel; but he would give a 
large sum extra to support his dignity. Would it be fair 
for him to put all that new outlay to his charity account, 
and cut down other gifts accordingly? Judge ye. The 
use of money devoted to the Lord is a matter to be set- 
tled by each Christian for himself alone. And he can 
be trusted to settle it, if only he determines to count the 
tithe of his income the Lord’s to begin with, and then 
to apply it as for the Lord. Here, again, comes a way 
of doing this thing, from a brother in Central New York, 
who says: 

I have a box, onthe inside cover of which I have written, 
“This is the Lord’s money, and is on no account to be used for 
other than benevolent purposes.” Under this, my name. Once . 
each month, one-tenth of my salary goes into this box, and 
from it I take what is needed, from time to time, through the 
year. d it is so easy to give out of this box. It seems just 
like handing out some one else’s money. Oh! I wish every 
Christian man and woman, at least those who work for a stated 
salary, could be induced to try this plan. It makes giving so 
easy. Once adopted, and all plans for household and other 
expenses, for saving a portion of one’s income each year, ete., 
are made on the basis of the other nine-tenths, and I know that 
He who said “It is more blessed to give than receive” will 
prove it to be abundantly true, 


With thespirit ofsuch a giver as that, the way of using 


to be; and we can never excuse ourselves on the | beautiful examples of unselfish devotedness te Christ, ! the Lord’s money will take care of itself, 











ok 


¥ 





February 10, 1883.] 





me 


sis “ib ? ck os f ia at 
. eee aia? * 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 








WE SEEK A CITY. 
BY LUCY RANDOLPH FLEMING. 


We seek a city, where each quiet dwelling 
Stands fast upon the everlasting hills ;—. 
Where in the song of praises loudly swelling, 

Comes not a discord of our earthly ills. 


Some of our loved have passed within the portals, 
From out whose pearly bar they go no more ;— 
Nor waft a note celestial down to mortals, 
To guide unto that further shore. 


We know that in that city, life abideth,— 
Nor tears—nor death can ever enter there: 

And One with nail-pierced hands, our way still guideth, 
Until we come unto the city fair. 


We seek a city,—pilgrim feet grow weary, 
But we press on; beyond still lies our home. 
Though days be dark, and ways are often dreary, 
We seek, we seek a city yet to come! 
Woodstock, Virginia. 





COMMUNISM IN THE EARLY CHURCH. 
BY PROFESSOR JOHN P. GULLIVER, D.D. 


Whatever this was, it was peculiar to the church in 
Jerusalem. Elsewhere, the churches seem to have 
shared their possessions with their brethren by means of 
special contributions, as is the custom now. Certainly 
the language describing the charities at Jerusalem is very 
different from that used concerning the charities at Cor- 
inth, for instance (1 Cor. 16: 2; 2 Cor. 9). The Corin- 
thian Christian was directed “to lay by him in store on 
the first day of the week, as God hath prospered him.” 
These savings were not to be kept, so far as appears, ina 
common treasury, but by each individual, “ that there be 
no gatherings when I come.” But of the church in Je- 
rusalem it is said (Acts 2: 44): “ And all that believed 
were together, and had all things common.”” That this was 
also something more than a charity fund raised by con- 
tribution, as Mosheim supposes in his elaborate essay on 
the subject, would seem to be indicated by the passage 
at Acts 3: 32: “ And the multitude of them that believed 
were of one heart and soul; and not one of them said 
that aught of the things he possessed was his own; but 
they had all things common.” Yet, as all this was vol- 
untary, at every stage, as fully appears from the words 
of Peter to Ananias (Acts 5: 4), it is equally evident that 
there was no rule about it. The very least that can be 
said of such statements is, that they describe an excep- 
tional consecration of property to the cause and Church 
of Christ, such a consecration as is not ascribed to any 
other of the apostolical churches, and such as virtually, 
for the time being, removed all distinction between the 
rich and the poor. 

On the other hand, it is also evident that this language 
is likely to convey to us, in these days, a stronger, if not 
a different meaning, from that it might have conveyed to 
acontemporary reader. “Communism,” “ Community of 
goods,” “ Having all things common,” are phrases which 
we naturally interpret with a long history before us of 
religious and atheistic associations, from the monarchists 
of the third and fourth centuries, to the seventy or more 
communistic societies said now to exist in the United 
States alone. We can hardly fail to connect also with 
these words the theories of socialism, from the ideal 
societies of Pythagoras and Plato, through all the gro- 
tesque creations which preceded and followed the Refor- 
mation, the “ Utopia” of Sir Thomas More, and the 
wild schemes which have agitated France since the Revo- 
lution, down to the visionary projects of Owen, and the 
transcendental “ Brook Farm” in Massachusetts. 

Such a possible interpretation of the strong words he 
employs, could not have been present to the mind ofthe 
writer of this history. Nor is it reasonable to suppose 
that the Christians at Jerusalem were influenced by any 
of the ancient or cotemporary ideas on the subject. They 
seem to have had no other impulse than Christian love, 
and to have devised a simple and natural method, for the 
support of their brethren, while engaged in common 
labors fora common cause. There were, it is true, two 
sects among the Jews of their day, the Essenes and the 
Therapeute, which are supposed to have been commu- 
nistic associations. The Essenes, especially, were after- 
wards described both by Philoand Josephus.* Yet it is 
doubtful whether this small sect, which was really only 
an offshoot of Pharisaism, would have attracted the 
attention of the band of pentecostal converts, who had 
come to the sacred city “out of every nation under 
heaven,” or whether if they had, this one of their many 


* For an exhaustive 
eco. B. - j Amen lik all Saw concerning the Essenes, 





peculiarities would have suggested imitation. The best 
modern authorities agree that no connection can be made 
out between the Essenes and the early Christians. The 
ideal state of Plato, sketched in the Republic, is not 
likely to have been known to these Hebrew disciples, 
and could have hardly proved specially attractive, if it 
had been, since it included a community of wives with 
that of property, and the extinction of the family as the 
unit of the civil state. As Lightfoot well remarks 
(p. 176): “The reasonable explanation is that we have 
an independent attempt to realize the idea of brother- 
hood,—an attempt which naturally suggested itself with- 
out any direct imitation.” 

The question still recurs, What form did that attempt 
take? Does the language used by Luke, at a time when 
a community of goods was not the familiar practice it 
has since become, require the interpretation which 
involves the peculiarities of modern communism? In 
answering that question, we note, notwithstanding the 
strength of the expressions, some modifying and restric- 
tive phrases. Thus it is said (Acts 2: 45), “ And parted 
them to all, as every man Aad need ;” not, as among the 
Shakers, and in the monasteries of the middle ages, till 
every man became rich. The passage in Acts 4: 32 
indicates that what they did was the natural expression, 
as Lightfoot says, “of brotherhood.” . “The multitude 
of them that believed were of one heart and soul.” As 
the result, “not one of them said that aught he pos- 
sessed was his own.” Whatever, therefore, being “of 
one heart and soul,” involved and required, that, and 
no more, is involved in having “ all things common.” 

Again, in the case of Ananias, the crime ‘did not con- 
sist in his withholding a part of the price, for his own 
private use, but in his pretending to give the entire pro- 
ceeds of a certain sale; when in fact he had given but a 
part. This is made perfectly clear by the words of 
Peter (Acts 5: 4), “ Whiles it remained, did it not remain 
thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own 
power?” The obligation was not to contribute all his 
property, but simply to tell the truth about it. So, when 
Sapphira came in three hours after, Peter asks, “ Tell me 
whether ye sold the land for so much,” that is, for the 
amount you have contributed. Her answer, “ Yea, for 
so much,” was the assertion that the whole of the price 
had been paidin. It was this falsehood, not the keeping 
back a part of the price, which constituted the sin. It 
was an attempt to get credit for more than they had 
actually done. \ 

It has been suggested that, in the ardor of their new 
love, the disciples had in fact placed all that they had 
at the disposal of the apostles, and that the reputation 
of having made such sacrifices for the common good had 
come to be eagerly coveted; or, rather, the discredit of 
refusing had come to be dreaded. The selfish conduct 
of Ananias and Sapphira may have been prompted by 
suchadread. This suggestion, beside being in harmony 
with all the facts as we have them, seems to have the 
support of the passage (Acts 4: 36, 37) concerning Bar- 
nabas. This distinguished disciple, though a Levite, 
was a native of Cyprus. Having “a field” there, he 
sold it, and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ 
feet. The incident is introduced just before that con- 
cerning Ananias, by way, apparently, both of explana- 
tion and of contrast. It is quite a probable supposition 
that this “field” was the entire property or patrimony 
of Barnabas. Its prominent mention would at least 
indicate an extraordinary gift, attended by extraordi- 
nary honor. 

The incident (Acts 6: 1) concerning the complaint of 
neglect in the daily ministration and the election of 
deacons to attend to the common fund, the subsequent 
poverty of the saints at Jerusalem, and the fact that 
many of the foreign residents, converted on the day of 
Pentecost, had abandoned their business and property, 
as Barnabas did, to labor in the new cause, are hints, not 
without value, in forming a correct conclusion concern- 
ing the nature of the community of goods in the church 
at Jerusalem. 4 

We are led, therefore, to the following results: 

1. This common fund was something more than an 
accumulation of contributions, such as we are now 
familiar with, and such as Paul subsequently collected 
for the relief of the poor saints at Jerusalem. 


2. On the other hand, it was something less than a 
community of goods in the modern sense. The contri- 
bution was not made a condition of entering the new 
society, nor was its amount prescribed, nor was it invested 
for permanent use, nor was it attended by vows of “ celi- 
bacy, obedience, and poverty.” There was nothing 
organic or organific about it. It may have been, for 
aught that appears, received and spent from day to day. 
To use a modern commercial phrase, the apostles, and 





a 
afterwards the deacons, may have been authorized, by 
general consent, to “draw upon” each individual, as 
the need should appear, even to the full amount of his 
property. It was in this way “laid at the apostles’ feet.” 
In these respects, therefore, the system differs from the 
theoretical communism of Plato and Sir Thomas More, 
and from the practical communism of the Essenes, the 
monastic orders, and the modern associations with which 
we are familiar. 

8. Between these two extremes we shall probably find 
the communism of the early Church. The disciples 
were a band of brethren, fully alive to each other's 
welfare, and glowing with love to all who bore the 
image of their crucified Lord. They were full of the 
Holy Ghost, elevated and ennobled by the presence and 
power of Him who was then taking the place of the 
divine Son in the administration of human affairs. In 
contrast with their new beliefs and hopes and joys, 
earthly possessions seemed paltry and well-nigh value- 
less. They gave themselves and all they possessed to 
Christ. For this end they counted nothing their own. 
Their brother’s needs were their needs. All were labor- 
ing in the common cause. It was but equitable that all 
should be supported; and, in order that no one should 
lack, “as many as were possessors of lands or houses 
sold them and brought the prices,” and “ distribution 
was made to every man, as every man had need” (Acts 
4:84). It comported not with evangelistic economy 
that any man should be compelled to abandon the work 
tor which the Son of God “became poor, though he 
was rich,” so long as his brother who was blessed with 
this world’s goods could keep him in the field of action 
and of victory. 

Under such sublime inspirations, it is easy to see that 
a communism impossible to ordinary human nature 
might temporarily flourish. But it is as easy to see that 
it would gradually settle to the level of ordinary motive, 
and would be subjected to the disturbances of inevitable 
inequalities in capacity and industry, as well as in piety. 
The Plymouth Pilgrims were, perhaps, the most single- 
minded men of modern times. Yet it was not till the 
community of lands and goods which obtained in the 
early years of their settlement gave place to farms in 
severalty, and to private property protected by law, that 
the annually recurring danger of absolute starvation in 
their colony disappeared. It is noticeable how many of 
the most eminent commentators upon The Acts are con- 
fident in the theory that the subsequent poverty of the 
Christians of Jerusalem is to be ascribed to this early 
enthusiasm in sacrificing personal possessions. The 
lesson of such a history is, therefore, not solely the 
lesson of Christian consecration. It includes the utility 
and the sacredness of the personal control of property. 
It places before us the problem of combining the largest 
Christian benevolence with the strict maintenance of 
proprietary rights. As matters now stand, communism 
is, in fact, though not necessarily, the resort of idleness, 
or of superstition, or of lust, or of the folly which says, 
There is no God. Altruism is the dream of an atheistic 
philosophy. Christian benevolence is the divine love 
become visible in the believer, as it was once incarnated 
in the man Christ Jesus. 


Andover Theological Seminary. 





THE ETHICS OF THE RABBIS. 
BY DR. A. 8. ISAACS. 


The study of rabbinical ethics is attended with con- 
siderable difficulty to most Christian ministers, from the 
fact that it is embodied in the Talmud, and an easy 
method of reading the Talmud has not yet been, nor is 
it likely to be, discovered. While Christian patristic 
literature is accessible in different editions, Jewish patris- 
tic literature, largely cotemporary and full of suggestive- 
ness to the student of every creed, remains essentially a 
terra incognita, an unknown land, a huge quarry with 
untrodden chambers, wherein lie hidden peerless gems. 
It has long been recognized that the Talmud throws sur- 
prising light on many a passage in the New Testament, 
and the sayings of the rabbis often present just as curious 
analogies to some of its parables; which is extremely 
natural when one reflects on the circumstance that Paul 
himself was a graduate of a rabbinical school, and none 
of his co-workers ever attended Princeton and Andover 
to lose all of their Oriental and rabbinical traits. Even 
Professor W. Robertson Smith, who is particilarly 
incensed against the adoption, by Christian scholars, of 
rabbinical interpretations of the Bible, cannot question 
the existence of a fair precedent in the adoption, by the 
primitive Church, of rabbinically trained disciples. 

It is fortunate that there has been preserved a char- 
acteristic specimen of rabbinical ethics which is accessi- 
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ble to general readers,—the Pirge Aboth, or Sayings of the 
Fathers, which, in the scholarly edition lately issued in 
England by the Cambridge University Press, should find 
its way into every thoughtful minister’s library, or at 
least be added to the library of the Sunday-school for 
the use of teachers ‘and superintendents. This little 
treatise of the Mishnah occupies a green spot in the 
Talmud, between two formidable mountains of legal dis- 
cussion. It is not by any means the sole example of 
rabbinical ethics, but enjoys exceptional popularity from 
the beauty and worth of its contents, That these “ Chap- 
ters,” “Sayings,” or “ Proverbs of the Fathers,” as Pirge 
Aboth is variously called, possess a peculiar charm, may 
be gathered from the circumstance that they have been 
incorporated into the synagogue liturgy, and for many 
centuries have been read in the service at fixed seasons 
of the year, while the number of commentators upon 
Aboth is almost egdiess down to our own day. That 
this ethical and didactic addition to the ritual should 
have been tolerated is creditable to the liberal spirit of 
the later rabbis, and cannot fail to have influenced hap- 
pily the popular mind during long centuries of continued 
unrest and persecution. 

Undoubtedly the proverbs of all nations offer curious 
points of resemblance; comparative philology is mar- 
shalling the traditions of every race into line, and point- 
ing out their kinship. Absolute originality cannot be 
posited of every rabbinical saying in Aboth; one finds 
here and there reminiscences of other lands than Judea 
and Babylonia. But their simplicity and moral excel- 
lence entitle them to a high place in the literature of 
pithy apothegms. A certain mystic grandeur at times 
lights up these utterances ; the words linger like organ 
tones on the ear, or cause quaint pictures of Eastern 
scenes to rise before us. We are at the feet of Gamaliel. 
On every side is heard the busy hum of discussion. The 
disciples are not tame and timid pupils, but ask the why 
‘and the wherefore for each dictum. Then some skillful 
voice is raised that reconciles apparent difficulties, while 
the fragrant parable, or Midrash, is heard to soothe and 
sweeten the contest, while the evening approaches and 
the sound of prayer is wafted through the house of 
learning. 

What do the rabbis say then? You can meet thoughts 
couched in more elegant form, and far less expressive. 
“ Upon revelation, worship, and humanity,” says Simon 
the Just, “the world is based.” “ Be not like slaves that 
work for a reward,” says Antigonus, “but like slaves 
that work without thought of reward, and let the fear of 
Heaven be upon you.” “Love peace and pursue peace,” 
says the gentle Hillel, who one day being asked to teach 
a would-be convert the whole law while the man stood 
on one foot, replied: “ What is hateful to thyself, do not 
to thy neighbor: this is the whole law: the rest is com- 
mentary.” “ Not learning, but action, is the principal 
thing,” said Simeon the son of Gamaliel. “Judgment, 
truth, and peace are the foundations of the world. Let 
the property of thy friend,” said Rabbi Jose, “ be precious 
untotheeas thineown.” Vox populi, vox Dei,—“ The voice 
of the people, the voice of God,”—finds its parallel in the 
remark of Rabbi Chananiah, “ With whomsoever thespirit 
of man is pleased, the Spirit of God is pleased.” “Receive 
every man with cheerfulness,” says Rabbi Ishmael. 
“Who is wise?” asks Ben Zoma; “ He who learns from 
every man,” is the reply. “Whois mighty? He that 
subdues his nature. Who is rich? He that is con- 
tented with his lot. Who is honored? He that honors 
mankind.” Ben Azzai used to say, “ Despise not any 
man, and carp not at anything; for thou wilt find that 
there is not a man that has not his hour, nora thing 
that has notits place.” “This world is like a vestibule,” 
says Rabbi Jacob, “ before the world to come. Prepare 
thyself at the vestibule, that thou mayst enter the hall.” 
“One hour of repentance and good deeds in this world,” 
said the same rabbi, “i$ better than all the life of the 
world to come.” “Console not thy friend,” said Rabbi 
Simeon ben Eleazar, “when his dead is laid out before 
him.” “Rejoice not when thy enemy falleth,” says 
Samuel the younger. “He who performs one precept,” 
says Rabbi Eliezer ben Jacob, “ has acquired for himself 
one advocate: he who commits one sin has acquired for 
himself one accuser.” “Be bold as a leopard,” said Rabbi 
Judah ben Thema, “ swift as an eagle, fleet as a hart, and 
strong as a lion, to do the will of thy Father which is in 
heaven.” 

The keynote in rabbinical ethics—specimens of the 
shorter and more sententious sayings could be indefi- 
nitely extended—is the study of the law, primarily the 
Pentateuch, and secondarily scripture in general. The 
injunctions and exhortations to learn the law are con- 
stant, and the repetition of its praises and delights is by 
no means wearisome to those who understand that, after 





the destruction of the temple, the law alone was left 
Israel’s possession. The warriors that were worsted in 
conflict with the Romans withdrew to the schools, and 
preserved thereby the distinctive character of the Jew- 
ish race when land and fortune had vanished from its 
grasp. But other chords, too, are struck by these rab- 
binical master-singers of the early centuries; their 
reverence for peace, their inculcation of charity, their 
plea for humility, their sturdy and persistent appeal in 
behalf of the gentler virtues, come with rare grace from 
men who had lost everything but their religion in con- 
flict with successive tyrannies, and to whom, indeed, the 
future could not have been very reassuring. In thesay- 
ing of Rabbi Tarphon, “ It is not for thee to finish the 
work, yet must thou not abstain therefrom,” there is an 
unmistakable ring of sadness, which seems to throw light 
on the centuries of self-sacrifice and suffering which the 
Jews have endured by remaining faithful to their tradi- 
tions. 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL FIELD AND WORK 
AMONG CONGREGATIONALISTS. 


BY THE REV. A. E. DUNNING, CONGREGATIONAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL SECRETARY. 


The last two years have witnessed constantly quicken- 
ing interest in this work amgng Congregationalists. This 
interest is mainly in the direction of connecting Sunday- 
schools more closely with local churches, and with assem- 
blies representing the churches. 

Superintendents have in many cases been made mem- 
bers of local conferences. Recognition and fellowship is 
thus given to Sunday-schools, especially to those not yet 
connected with churches, a matter of great importance in 
newly settled regions. At the annual meetings of these 
conferences, one session or more is given to consideration 
of subjects connected with the Sunday-school. Super- 
intendents and teachers are thus drawn into these meet- 
ings, and interested and instructed in all that concerns 
the church. 

State associations are giving the Sunday-school place 
in their deliberations, and adopting practical measures 
to increase its effectiveness. They have appointed com- 
mittees to arrange for institutes, and to aid pastors and 
superintendents in adopting measures to promote the 
efficiency of Sunday-schools. 

Statistics of Sunday-schools have been gathered, and 
in some instances incorporated into the state minutes. 
These, though as yet imperfect, show deficiencies and 
suggest remedies. Heretofore there have been no such 
statistics, except the mere enrollment, and that often 
unreliable. 

Local organizations have multiplied, and are accom- 
plishing much good. For instance, the Congregational 
Superintendents’ Union of Boston and vicinity includes 
members who live fifty miles from the city, and repre- 
sents one-fifth of the Congregational Sunday-schools in 
Massachusetts. Its members meet monthly, enjoy a 
social tea, listen to reports concerning whatever of 
interest about Sunday-schools in literature or personal 
experience has appeared during the month, and discuss 
practical topics. Out of this has grown a state organiza- 
tion, with semi-annual meetings. One effect of this 
organization in quickening interest is seen in the fact 
that of 184 schools represented at the last annual meet- 
ing of the Massachusetts Sunday-school Union, 94 were 
Congregational. 

During the last year, special courses of lectures on 
Sunday-school work were given in three of our seven 
theological seminaries. Instruction on this subject is 
now given in nearly all our seminaries ; and the time is 
probably not far distant when didactics will be con- 
sidered as essential as homiletics in training young men 
for the ministry. 

In literature for training teachers but little has yet 
been issued by our denominational publishing society ; 
but a marked advance has been made in the quality and 
variety of lesson helps and periodicals, which themselves 
furnish some of the best suggestions for teacher training. 
One of the most noted of these is Mrs. Crafts’s excellent 
Hand-book for Primary Teachers. Dr. Meredith’s long- 
continued success with his Bible Class of more than two 
thousand has given his notes and questions a special 
value in normal training of teachers. The circulation 
ef this literature has more than doubled during the last 
twelve months. 

Excellent service has been rendered Sunday-schools 
by the careful examination of books for libraries under 
the supervision of a committee of the ablest ministers 
and laymen in the denomination. Our example has 
now been followed by several other denominations, and 











the result is already evident in the better quality of books 
issued for this purpose. é 

A new impulse has been given throughout the entire 
denomination in missionary Sunday-school work. Pastors 
have been aided and encouraged to establish Sunday- 
schools in the suburbs of cities, and in rural districts 
where the preaching of the gospel could not yet be main- 
tained; and these in many instances have been the fore- 
runners of churches. Seven hundred and twelve Sun- 
day-schools were thus organized or aided by our Sun- 
day-school and Publishing Society during the last year. 
In all these instances the aim has been to bring the new 
school under the care of the nearest local church, in the 
hope of securing its permanence. But as in new regions 
churches are often separated by wide distances, in sev- 
eral states ministers have been appointed as state super- 
intendents of Sunday-schools to promote the planting of 
new schools, and to have general oversight of them, and 
also to organize institutes and norma! classes for training 
teachers. For this work the churches contributed to our 
Sunday-school and Publishing Society during the year 
1882 nearly ten thousand dollars, and there is a prospect 
of considerable increase in the year now begun. 

Congregationalists were the last among evangelical 
denominations to inaugurate any general direction of 
Sunday-school work. But since it has been begun, they 
have taken hold of it so heartily as to give great encour- 
agement for the future. They are adapting their work 
to the changed conditions of society. They have inspir- 
ing traditions more closely connected with the develop- 
ment of our republican government and the growth of 
our country than any other denomination. None have 
broader aims or more varied enterprises than they. None 
give so generously to spread the gospel. None, there- 
fore, are more fitted to inspire children and youth with 
nobler aims, broader charity, or closer fellowship in 
Christ. In this direction lies the hope of the denomina- 
tion ; and present indications are that it will be grandly 
realized. 





WHAT ONE WOMAN DID FOR JAPAN. 
BY MRS. HELEN H. 8. THOMPSON. 


In 1880 the prisons of Kioto held an unusual number 
of political prisoners, taken during the rebellion of the 
island of Kushu. Many of them were high in rank and 
honor among their countrymen. A few had been par- 
doned, many had been executed, while a large number 
were held as prisoners for a term of years. Much of the 
public work of the city then was, and is still, accom- 
plished by gangs of prisoners under overseers. 

In a remote part of Kioto, an earnest, gifted woman: 
had gathered a girls’ school and home. Eager of heart, 
alert, wise but wary, her noble presence had won its 
way, with the men and women of Japan, in quarters that 
were inaccessible to others. ‘More work for Jesus,” 
was her watchword; and this is what happened to her. 
One day, at morning worship, a gang of prisoners filed 
into the yard, and began cutting the grass in the inclosure. 
The girls were just singing their sweet hymns, “Jesus, 
I my cross have taken,” and “I’m glad I’m in this 
army,” and the unusual words and tones arrested the 
prisoners’ ears, all unaccustomed to such sounds, in their 
own language. Cautiously they crept nearer and nearer 
to the piazza, till the teacher stepped forward, asking ~ 
them all to enter. Eagerly they climb the steps, and are 
soon within the walls; a strange sight for a girls’ school, 
—the overseer with his lash and sword, and these sad- 
faced men with their clanking chains. But the songs 
ring out again their glad welcome, and the organ peals 
forth its sweet tones; then the old, old story is read from 
the Gospel of Mark. 

“That is a strange tale. We would like to hear more 
of it,” say they, slowly filing out. 

“Come again, come again! you are welcome,” re- 
sponds the bright-eyed woman, with a silent prayer. So, 
as the men were brought for two or three days into the 
same vicinity, the scene was repeated with increasing 
interest. 

After a few weeks a request was sent from the prison 
for a Christian teacher; and this strong, brave woman 
went forth fearlessly under guard of an officer of 
law, if not to preach, at least to speak to those souls in 
prison. Once only, but mark the result. Months after, 
when some of these men were released and returned to 
their homes in Kushu, they carried the precious seed 
dropped into their hearts from the girls’ school; and, 
by and by there came a pleading call for a missionary to 
be sent, who, responding to the call, found a church, all 
but in name,—a waiting company of believers hungering; 
to be taught of the Lord. 

“In the morning sow thy seed, and at evening with- 
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hold not thy hand, for thou knowest not which shall 
prosper, either this or that!” 

Does not “ what this woman hath done” deserve to be 
told as a memorial of her in all lands? . 





FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 





THE WILLFUL SAPLING. 


& 
BY MARGARET COMPTON, 


A rich gentleman, while traveling in a distant coun- 
try, saw a beautiful tree which he admired so much that 
he paid a large price fora tiny slip. Having with him 
a box fitted with every contrivance for preserving speci- 
mens, he succeeded in bringing the slip safely home, and 
gave it to his gardener to be placed in his own handsome 
park, 

Any sapling might have been proud of receiving such 
attention, and of being transplanted to such a beautiful 
home; for the park was known far and wide as one of 
the loveliest in the land; and there were head gardeners 
and under gardeners, much of whose time was given 
entirely to the care of the trees. The little slip was put 
into fresh, rich earth, as nearly like its native soil as pos- 
sible, in a pleasant, sunny corner, where it might grow 
undisturbed. When a tree, it would reach the windows 
of the grand old house, and might, if it chose, look in on 
the gay folk who spent such happy days there, or on the 
little children who would dare one another to reach the 
branch nearest their nursery window. But the sapling 
never enjoyed these pleasures. Her story is a sad one; 
but, such as it is, I must tell it. 

Every day the head gardener went to look at his 
favorite, for, like his master, he knew the beauty and the 
value of the noble tree which it ought some day to 
become. He gave it fresh water, and shielded it from 
the sun when there was danger that it might suffer from 
the heat. 

At first the little plant missed its kind old mother. 
When the sun was hot, she felt dizzy, and bowed her 
head, and wished, oh! so many times, that she could go 
back to her own country. She missed the little birds 
that used to build their nests and visit one with another 
in the great tree. In their stead came ugly insects that 
stung her leaves, while the strange birds that flew high 
above her took no notice of the lonely thing. She did 
not care so much about that, for she often saw them 
quarreling ; and their voices were harsh compared with 
the sweet songs of her old friends, the robins, the thrushes, 
and the nightingale who sang her to sleep in the warm, 
still evenings. 

I am sorry to say she not only longed to go back, but 
she grew angry because she had been taken away from 
them. From thinking so much about herself and her 
troubles, she grew sullen and ungrateful to her best friend. 
She never thanked him as the flowers and other trees 
did, who stoop over to touch his wrinkled, perspiring 
forehead when he knelt to loosen the earth about their 
roots. It always seemed to him that they were kissing 
him, and I think they were. 

One day the sapling made friends with a little white 
animal that ran like a flash across the garden. 


not have recognized her as the little slip which had been 
transplanted; and the rabbit crouched behind her for 
shelter. 

As soon as the danger was past, he looked up at her 
with his little pink eyes, and nodded saucily. 

“May I come here again when they are chasing me?” 
he asked. 

The tree felt flattered at having an animal ask a favor 
of her, so she said grandly, ““ Come whenever yeu please ; 
I will always protect you.” 

“May I lie here by you for a little while? I am so 
very tired, and my home is a long way off.” 

“Certainly,” said the tree. 

So the rabbit drew up closer, and laid his warm, heavy 
body directly over the roots of the sapling, and, resting 
its fuzzy head and long, ticklish ears upon the lower 
branches, was soon fast asleep. The tree had thought 
herself very large and strong, but she was only a little 
sapling, after all, and this heavy burden was too much 
forher. Her roots were very thirsty, and her arms ached, 
but she was too proud to own her weakness, and let the 
rabbit sleep on. Atlast he woke up, shook himself, and, 
without a word of thanks, ran off. 

When the gardener came that evening to look after 
his pet, he shook his head and looked very angry. 

“ What is this?” he said. “Some beast has been lying 


She had | 
grown quite large and strong by this time—you would | 





against my tree. I fear it has injured the roots so that 
they will die. Isee! Isee! It is that rascally rabbit! 
I'll have him caught if only for the mischief he has done 
this little one. This must not happen again. John, 
bring some sticks and make a fence about it; some cord 
too, my little one is getting crooked. We muststraighten 
her, for the master will not have a crooked tree in his 
garden.” 

The man did as he was told, and a neat fence was 
placed about the plant, and her tired head was supported 
by a slender cord. 

At first it seemed good to her, but she had bent over 
so long that it tired her to stand up so straight ; and when 
she found that she was fastened, and could not lean over, 
she considered herself a prisoner. She said nothing 
until the gardener and his man were out of sight. Then 
she whispered to the wind, “Help me break this cord, 
won’t you?” 

Now, the wind was a rough fellow, but he had a kind 
heart, and, though he did play all sorts of tricks with 
people, he was always ready to do a kindness, especially 
for the trees. So, when the sapling called him, he went, 
at once, to see what she wanted. 

“No, I will not break this cord. The gardener knows 
what is best for you, and he put it there. He would not 
be unkind to you for the world, I know.” 

“Then I will break it myself, and no thanks to you,” 
said the willful tree, and she dashed herself against the 
fence. But the cord was well fastened, and she could 
not undo it. 

She called again to the wind, “ Will you take a mes- 
sage for me?” 

“ Yes, if it be a right one.” 

“Go, tell rabbit to come, I want to see him.” 

“T will,” said the wind ; and, tired as he was, the kind 
old fellow traveled several miles to bunny’s den. 

The rabbit did not receive the message graciously. He 
was angry at being woke up in the middle of the night. 
He merely grumbled, and then turned over in his warm 
bed, and thought no more about it. A week passed 
before he made up his mind to go. Like every selfish 
person he always had an excuse. The dogs were watch- 
ing for him, he said. 

The tree had almost forgotten about him. She had 
become used to the cord, and was growing nicely. 

“Tied up like that,—it’s a shame,” said the rabbit. 

“Oh, Idon’t mind it! I was sick, and it has made me 
feel better.” 

“Feel better! You feel better tied up like that |” and 
bunny stood up on his hind feet, and shook his head until 
his ears fell over his wicked pink eyes. 

The tree began to feel ashamed, though of what she 
could not have told. “Will you help me to get loose?” 
she said. 

“That's just what I want to do,” and he began gnaw- 
ing at the bars. 

One was soon cut through, and, falling to the ground, 
snapped the cord. Over went the tree. She did not 
enjoy her freedom as much as she had expected, and she 
was terrified when the rabbit began tearing off her leaves. 

“Stop, stop!” she cried. But the rabbit did not stop 
till he had torn several branches from her, with their 
green leaves, and nibbled away the tender bark which 
had just begun to form round her stalk, and of which 
she had been so proud. 

That night a great storm came, and she was bruised 
and broken so badly that when the gardener saw her 
next morning he felt almost sure that the precious sap- 
ling was ruined. Still, for his master’s sake, he put other 
bars around her, and bound her up as best he could. 
Would you believe it, the silly tree still kept friends 
with the rabbit, who came to see her every few days, and 
always did more or less damage to her? 

So the little tree kept on growing; but it did not grow 
into the stately tree which the master had designed it 
to be. Little by little the changes went on. The dews 
fell upon it, the sunshine shone through its folimge; and 
the breezes played at hide-and-seek among its leaves. 
The springs came and went; the hot summers and the 
cool autumns passed; but these things, which should 
have helped the little tree to a beautiful growth, failed 
to do the good to it which they meant to accomplish ; for 
the little tree was wayward, and would have her own 
way in everything. 

Several years passed, and the master came home. 
“Where is my beautiful tree?” he asked. 

The gardener shook his head as he led the way to it. 


“She was a willful thing, sir, and would not be held in, | 


so you see the crooked trunk; and these great notches 
are where the rabbit bit her.” 

“Cut it down, cut it down,” said thé master; “I can- 
not have such an unsightly tree in my garden. It might 





have been the most beautiful; and the best loved of all. 
My boy,” he said, turning to his little son, who stood by 
his side, “a stubborn sapling makes an ugly tree, and 
the boy who will not be controlled makes a wicked 
man, unhappy and useless ; and God will say of him as 
I of this tree, ‘Out him down.’” 





WAYS OF WORKING. 


——@——_—— 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL FLOWER-CULTURE, 


From many directions there come reports of the suc- 
cess of attempts to interest the Sunday-school children 
in flower-culture. Here is the story from a Methodist 
Episcopal Sunday-school in Eastern Massachusetts : 

“ Last summer, a very generous offer was made in the 
columns of your paper,—a gift of flower-seeds, to be dis- 
tributed among the children of our Sunday-schools. 
The plan, though novel, seemed to impress me very 
favorably ; so I sent for the seeds, and received a very 
choice assortment. In our school, we appointed a com- 
mittee to distribute the seeds to those who would promise 
to prepare a plot of ground, plant, and care for them. 
Almost the entire school entered into the work; even 
those who did not belong to the school became inter- 
ested, and sent for the seed. 

“We were surprised to find at nearly every home in 
our village a little flower-plot, sometimes two, where 
each little boy or girl took especial interest in their own. 
The committee who supervised this work have arranged 
to furnish flowers for the pastor's desk every Sunday, by 
simply requesting some member of the school to furnish 
the flowers for the following Sunday. 

“This plan, I think, has a very pleasant effect. It 
makes the people thoughtful of their pastor, and makes 
the pastor feel that the people think of, are in sympathy 
with, and love him, This committee also visit the 
sick-room of any member of the school, and offer 
flowers asa token of sympathy and love from the 
school. We find the services of this committee (which 
was appointed at first simply to distribute seeds) so valu- 
able that we shall make it a permanent organization of 
our school, 

“ Many thanks to you for the valuable helps we find 
in your paper; and also to the donor of the seeds, 
Mr. Wanamaker.” 





READING FOR THE CLASS. 


If a teacher can keep his boys from reading the flash 
weeklies and the five-cent and dime novels, and put 
something better in their hands, he is duing not only a 
good thing for them, but making his own work easier. 
Can he do this? The following is one way that it is 
being attempted this year by a teacher in New York. 
In a letter written by him to the parents of his scholars, 
he says: 

“My plan is to form the class into a reading circle, 
choosing nothing but good, healthful literature. As a 
beginning we havesubscribed for the Wide Awake and 8t. 
Nicholas magazines, together with the Harper’s Young 
People, Golden Days, Youths’ Companion, and Christian 
Weekly. I propose binding them in manilla covers tw 
preserve them for future reference; giving them out 
weekly, the boys retaining a copy for one week, and then 
exchanging ; thus each one will have an opportunity of 
reading the whole six numbers. I desire to meet the 
boys at my house once a fortnight or monthly, as we may 
determine further on, where I can converse with them 
about what has been done, and suggest plans and keep 
an eye generally upon what is going on. I wish you to 
be fully conversant with all the plans and co-operate 
with me, as I do not wish to interfere with any of their 
duties, be they at school or home. 

“There is one end I have in view throughout; that is, 
to make this the stepping-stone to something higher, and 
to aid me in my study of their various tastes and inclina-. 
tions, to know best how to present the truth.” 

This plan has obvious merits: (1.) It gives to the aver- 
age scholar a wider range of good periodical reading than 
he otherwise could obtain. (2.) Its tendency is to culti- 
vate a class feeling among the scholars—to make them 
feel that they are a sort of a fraternal club. (3.) It pro- 
poses to bring the teacher and the class together when 
the scholars are off guard. (4.) It proposes to enlist the 
co-operation of the parents. The teacher and the parents 
should be intelligent co-workers in their mutual work of 
caring for the spiritual welfare of the children. 

Those to whom the plan commends itself can, of course, 
make such changes in it as shall adapt it to their classes 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 
[First Quarter, 1883.) 


1 January 7.—The Ascending Lord 


Acts 1: 1-14 





2 January 14.—The Descending Spirit. 


Acts 2: 1-16 





3%. January 21.—The Believing Peoy 


Acts 2: 37-47 





4 January %.—The Healing Power 
6. February 4.-—-The Prince of Life 


Acts 8: 1-11 
Acts 8: 12-21 








6. February 11,—None Other Name. 
7. February 1&—Christian Courage. 


8. February 25.—Ananias and Sapphira. 


% March 4.—Persecution Renewed 


Acts 4: 1-14 
Acta 4: 18-31 
Acts 56: 1-11 
Acta 5: 17-32 











i. March 18,—The First Christian Martyr 


12 March 25.—Review. 





LESSON VIII., SUNDAY, 


FEBRUARY 25, 1883. 


TirLE: ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA, 
LESSON TEXT. 


[Acts 5: 


COMMON VERSION. 

1, But a certain man naméd 
Anantias, with Sapphira his wife, 
sold a possession, 

2. And kept back part of the 
price, his wife also being privy to 


why hath Satan filled thine heart 
to Me to the Holy Ghost, and to 
keep back part of the price of the 
land? 

4, While it remained, was it 
not thine own? and after it was 
sold, was it not in thine own pow- 


8. And Peter answered unto 
her, Tell me whether ye sold the 
land forso much? And she said, 
Yea, for so much. 

9 Then Peter said unto her, 
How is it that ye have agreed to- 
gether to tempt the Spirit of the 


which have buried thy husband 
are at the door, and shall carry 
thee out. 

10, Then fell she down straight- 
way at his feet,and yielded up 
the ghost: and the young men 
came in, and found her dead, 


all the church, and upon as many 


1-11.) 
REVISED VERSION. 


1 But a certain man named 
Ananias, with Sapphira his 
2 wife, sold a possession, and 
kept back part of the price, 
his wife also being privy to it, 
and brought a certain part, 
' and laid it at the apostles’ feet: 
8 But Peter said, Ananias, why 
bath Satan filled thy heart to 
1lie to the Holy Ghost, and to 


4 the land? Whiles it remained, 
did it not remain thine own? 
and after it was sold, was it 
not in thy power? How is it 
that thou hast conceived this 
thing in thy heart? thou hast 
not lied unto men, but unto 

56 God. And Ananias hearing 
these words fell down and 
gave up the ghost; and great 
fear came upon all that heard 

6 it. And the *young men arose 
and wrapped him round, and 
they carried him out and 
buried him. 

7 Andit was about the space 
of three hours after, when his 
wife, not knowing what was 

8 done, came in. And Peter 
answered unto her, Tell me 
whether ye sold the land for 
so much. And she said, Yea, 

9 for so mueh. But Peter said 
unto her, How is it that ye 
have agreed together to tempt 
the Spirit of the Lord? behold, 
the’ feet of them which have 
buried thy husband are at the 
door, and they shall carry thee 

10 out. And she fell down im- 
mediately at his feet and gave 
up the ghost: and the. young 
men came in and found her 
dead, and they carried her out 
and buried her by her hus 

ll band. And great fear came 
upon the whole church, and 
upon all that heard these 
things. 





as heard these things. 


j 10r, decetve 2Gr. younger. 





LESSON PLAN. 
Topic oF THE QUARTER: Power through the Holy Spirit. 
Lusson Topic: Testifying against Hypocrisy. 
Lesson OUTLINE : { . aie Hebe. 8.4 
3. instant Death, v. 6-11. 
Gotpren Text: Lying lips are abomination to the Lord.— 


Prov. 12 : 22. 
Dariy Home Reapinas: 


M.—Isa, 29: 9-24. Woe unto them that seek to hide. 
T. —Josh, 7; 6-26, The hiding by Achan. 

W.—Psa. 94:1-11, The Lord knoweth the thoughts, 
T.—Job % : 16-30. His eyes are upon man’s ways. 
f,—Luke 12: 1-15. Nothing but shall be revealed. 
8.—John 3:1-21. Hating light because of evil deeds. 
$.—Psa, 139: 1-24. Search, and know my heart. 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I. IMPIOUS 
\. The Possession Devoted : 


DECEPTION, 


Ananias with gg his wife sold a possession. 


Reafuenae “bandh then at the or ad 
dara gis be gh Matta 


i, The Part Kept Back : 


parted them to all (Acts 3 
eet tase: : $4). 


Eapt back part af the price, Me wife also being privy to . 


Willa man rob God? Yet 
taken of the 


Not he cared for th: 
The of money is 8 root 


Sane seas eee 0 Mal. 8 
Dae 


alec (os. 7: ty 


was hie Joh 2 
Oe OS ogee es _ 


1 i eiaiabitenean sete cto 
\ 


keep back part of the price of | Sail 





* cee keene ay Be as its motive the praise of men 
Sonate hanatdones enna ot 
aims chiefly at making a big impression 
4. MIE Geutichcsasms o-eevcaciohan 
advertise the donor. 
6. Countersats benevolence always tries to get credit for giving more 


II, IMMEDIATE DETECTION. 


|. The Source of. the Sin: 

Why hath Satan filled thy heart to lie to the Holy Ghost? 
After the sop, then entered Satan a 7 (John 18 : 27). 
Neither give place to the devil ( yd 
Resist the devil, and he will flee Sas pad en, @: 7). 
it. The Inexcusableness of the Sin : 

Whiles it remained, did it not remain oe own f eto, 
He shall offer it of his own voluntary will (Le 
of oer — that a ie it willing} 

Not. for God love 
i. The i of the Sin: 

Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto oo 
Against thee, thee only, have I sinned (Psa. 51 
How can I do this . . . and sin ust God ? (Ge: 9.) 

I have sinned against phony in thy aight ad ‘1B 21). 


1. Sin is suggested by Sa 

2 Nosin is aepee bs K naar " WVhy hath Satan filled thine heart tolie?” 
3. Bin is inexcusable—no = ean plead compulsion. 

4. Sin is never con: eyes of God. 

5, Gin ie not so much a trespass agal nst men, asa trespass against God. 


III, INSTANT DEATH, 


hs hall ii take (Ex. 25: 2 
a cheerful giver (2 Cor. 9: 7 


\. Ananias: 
1. The Judgment. 


Ananias, hearing these words, fell down and gave up the ghost. 

Now, behold the hand of the Lord is upon thee (Acts 13 : 11). 
The earth opened her mouth, —_ swallowed them u um. 16 : 32). 
The fire of came down .. . and consumed him ap (um. 168 
2. The Effect. 
Great fear came upon all that heard it. 
Before all oe le I will be glorified (Lev. 10: 3). 
All Israel . at the cry of them (Num. 16 : 34). 
ee ey and do no more any such wickedness (Deut. 13 : 11). 
8. The Burial. 

Young men . . . wrapped him round , 
Carried them in their coats out of the cam 
Took Absalom, and cast an into a great mp (Lay. 10 (2 Sam. 17). 

Bound it in linencloths . . . as the custom of the Jews’ is (John 19 ; 40). 
ll, Sapphira: 
1. Her Examination. 
Tell me whether ye sold the vi gh 
I i eave her time that she should repent (Rev. 2: 21). 
Not wishing that any should pe: (2 Pet. 3: 9). 
2. Her Sin Pointed Out. 
How is it that a agreed together to tempt the Spirit? 


Tho hand join in han . shall not be unpunished (Prov. 11 : 21). 
an the Lord, sean ‘the Lord among us or not A og 17:7.) 
er let us tempt th rd, as some of them (1 Cor. 10 : 9). 


3. Her Sentence. 
Behold . . . they shall carry 8 
He that speaketh lies shall perish (Pro 
Deceitful men shall not live out half their an ys (Psa. 55: = 
A strange punishment to the workers of iniquity (Job 31 
Hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed (Prov. 29: 1). 


iil. The Great Fear: 
And great fear came upon the whole church, and upon all. 


The fear of the Lord is the nning of wisdom (Psa. 111: a 
Fear him which is able to destroy both and body (Matt. 10 + 28). 
Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling (Phil. 2: 12), 


1. Jotgmens way tenty, but it is sire to come at the last as a light- 


ni 
eS the day of ju ent all h 
nf is PS icataadl teal cannes he nassanem is 
a 


a upon = or two often is mercy to the 
5 The poe peleneem of God upon iniquity should cause a 4 Vholenme 


6. The judgments of God are to be feared by the workers of iniquii 
There j ais lecin even & ba eee wae. 


aoe him, 


. said, Yea, 





' LESSON BIBLE READING. 


LYING. 
1, Precepts Against : 


Any porto } mg, Oo 19: 11; Psa. 34:13; Eph. 4:25; Col. 
e 
Bearing false diate ys m m: 18,19; Matt. 19: 
Raising a false report (Exod. . - 
Lying concerning a thing Sad tt . 6: 8), 
2. How Characterized : 
Lying ng lips are of no eomfort to the Peniced (Job 21 ; 84), 


t of liars an open sepulchre 0 
ppeaking ng peace, meenten mischief (Psa. 28 : (Pua bs 
ng words smoother than butter, sna ( :21 
fiver oo 
ates a lyin v 
Poverty preferable to v 19 


3. Its Evil Effects; 





securing answers to r 5 
A mark fe postac sme 2:9). ance neea Thin, 
. a) eas, 
Leads to h tred (Prov. 26 26 : 28). 
Leads to mi of evil conversation (Prov. 17 : 4). 
Often joined to gross crimes (Hos. 4 : 1, 2). 
4. its Source: 
The devil is the father of lies (John 8: 
Satan excites to (Acta : 8). G > 
6. Its Punishment : 
The a nS an ot ine in’ be to 
bongo ng lies sha Ss 
wee gmp fora ‘moment (Prey. ra 
[Cee shall be punished (Prov. 21 : 28). 
The Lord a swift witness against false swearers (Mal. 8 : 5). 
a liars cast into hell (Rev. 21 : ®. 
All liars excluded from heaven ( ev. 21: 27; 22; 18). 
6. Relation of Saints to: 


fee pete Gea. 19; 168; Prov. 18; 5). 
4 (Isa, Ze $51 18). 


fees iran 40 : 4). 
eject liars ( 
to be preserved frean (Pea. 119: 20; Prov. $0 : 8). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


InTeRVENING Events.—That which is contained in Acts 
4: 32-37 is necessary as a preface to the present lesson. It 
shows the circumstances that made Ananias and Sapphira 
feel that they must appear to be generous. The picture there 





given of the unity and the brotherhood of the Church is an 
attractive one. No one was left to suffer; for those who had 
possessions sold them, and gave the proceeds to the apostles 
to be distributed to those who had need. The gift of Barna- 
bas is particularly mentioned, either on account of its excep- 
tional value, or because of the after-prominence of the donor. 

Tre.—Not long after Pentecost; probably still in June 
A. D. 30, 

PLace.—Jerusalem. 

Prrsons.—Ananias (protected by God) ; Sapphira (beauti- 
ful; or, a sapphire); Peter as spokesman for the apostles; 
4 the young men”— a portion merely of the believers who 
were witnesses of what eer 

CrrcumsTaNnces.—The close of the last chapter, as above 
indicated, shows the circumstances under which Ananias and 
Sapphira made their hypocritical offering to the Lord. Evi- 
dently the two were pretty well off, and, by the numerous 
examples of others in the church, felt compelled to at least 
seem to do as others had done. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY THEODORE D. WOOLSEY, D.D., LL.D. 


In chapter 4: 32-37 the evangelist returns to what he had 
said in 2: 44, 45 respecting the condition of the infant Church, 
and especially to the community of goods. A principal reason 
for doing this was, it is probable, that the cure of the lame 
man and the attempt of the council to stop the preaching of 
Christ by the apostles formed a kind of era, through the addi- 
tions to the Church which followed Peter’s miraculous work 
and his preaching, and by the new zeal and self-denial of the 
converts in giving up their property for the help of the poorer 
class of Christians. The giving up of their goods, or at least 
of such as they could in any way spare, is spoken of as a gen- 
eral practice (at first 2: 44, 45) carried out so far that no one 
was in need; and this is illustrated by the striking contrast 
between Joseph, a Levite living in the island of Cyprus, who 
owned land, probably in Palestine, if not in Jerusalem itself, 
and Ananias, with whom our present lesson commences. 

Verse 1.—But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira 
his wife (a name derived from the gem sapphire ; or denoting! 
beautiful in Aramean), sold a possession (naturally, but not! 
necessarily, landor house). With .. . his wife is to be joined 
with sold. 

Verse 2.—And kept back part of the price: The word here 
used is used in Titus 2: 10 of a servant’s purloining his mas- 
ter’s money. It means to separate for one’s self, use for one’s 
own purposes what belongs to another, embezzle, ete.— His 
wife also being privy to it (knowing it with him, and consenting. ) 
And brought a certain part of it (that is, of the money received 
for the possession), and laid it at the apostles’ feet (that is, in a 
public assembly of the Christians, where the apostles 
were sitting in a body as presiding officers, laid it before 
them). 

Verse 3.—This was a very natural but a high crime, and 
needed especial punishment. When the opinion in the 
Christian body became strong in favor of giving up property 
in acts of charity, some, with less zeal than others, might be 
tempted to get the repute of consecrating their goods to the 
Church by giving a part, and not the whole. It was a great 
sin, exposing those who did it not only to a wicked pretense, 
but to living a life of falsehood afterward. Now, if ever, 
such members of the body needed a rebuke for the benefit of 
the rest. A rebuke came from the presiding apostle at the 
moment. How did he come to the knowledge of the crime? 
It is very possible that some member of the body, in the way 
of business, got knowledge of the transaction; but at such a 
crisis a divine admonition, such as was given to the prophet 
Elisha when Gehazi committed a similar act of fraud, was 
made to the apostle. Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled 
(or, why did Satan fill) thy heart to lie to the Holy Ghost? The 
influences, both of God’s spirit and of Satan, are conceived of 
anthropologically as coming into the body of a human being. 
John 13: 27, “ And after the sop Satan entered into him.” 
So “being filled with the Spirit.” The heart, as the place 
or organ affected by feelings, is that which is filled. Thus, 
“sorrow hath filled your heart” (John 16:6). The heart 
may be said to be filled or occupied by whatever has chief 
possession of it. To lie, that is, that thou shouldest lie, denoting 
the effect. Some manuscripts have the personal pronoun thee 
(that is, that thou); but thy heart renders this unnecessary.— 
To lie to the Holy Ghost: Here the Holy Ghost is in the accu- 
sative (and nowhere else in the New Testament); but in the 
next verse God is in the dative, which is the usual construc- 
tion. The meaning is to deceive by a lie, or to deceive. We 
should expect instead of “to deceive” rather “to try to 
deceive ;” but the sense of the clause may be explained by the 
consideration that why hath Satan filled thee with the hope that 
thou couldest deceive is the more exact meaning. But what 
does to lie to or deceive the Holy Ghost mean? The next 
clause and to keep baek part of the price of the land explains it 
as consisting in a fraud or false action; and the verb to lie 
in Greek can denote a lie in fact. When Ananias decided to 
appear to consecrate all the money from the sale to a holy | 
purpose, but really to reserve part of it to himself, this was 
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asin against the Spirit of God as founding and pervading 
the Church. 

Verse 4.—This verse is very important as showing, as we 
have tried to show already, that it was no law of the Church, 
nor any fixed principle, that a man should part with his pos- 
sessions, or any portion of them, but was merely a dictate of 
love in the circumstances then existing.— W hiles it (the pos- 
session) remainéd, did it not remain thine own? (or for thee ?) 
And after it was sold, was it not in thy power? The act of sell- 
ing did not alter his ownership of the proceeds or his duties ; 
and even if he had sold it with the intention of giving it for 
the benefit of the poor brethren, some new call in Providence 
might properly have changed his purpose. The apostle finds 
guilt only in the hypocrisy and falsehood of professing to give 
up all, and yet keeping back a part.— How is it that thow hast 
conceived this thing in thy heart? That is, How is it possible 
that thou didst place this in thy heart, didst give it a place as to 
something purposed and to be actedout? This seems a better’ 
sense than that which our versions, the Authorized and the 
New, give to the words, conceive in thy heart. Satan aroused 
and inflamed the desires of the heart: Ananias himself gave 
a place to that thing, granted it room, let it stay as a thing 
purposed.— 7 hou hast not lied unto men, but unto God: This is 
understood by some as if it were the same as to say, lied not 
so much to men as to God. But the apostle, although far 
from meaning that the lie was a lie against God exclusively, 
intended to say that by keeping back part of the price and giv- 
ing the rest, as if it were the whole, by that act of hypocrisy he 
sinned against God first and mainly. He told no lie to men, 
as his wife did afterwards, but he did more; he acted a false 
part which now God disclosed. 


Verse 5.—And Ananias hearing these words (that is, while 
in the act of hearing them), fell down, and gave up the ghost 
(or expired) ; and great fear came upon all that heard it: It was 
looked upon as an immediate judgment of God; and was so, 
indeed, although, possibly, it may have been an apoplectic 
attack caused by the sudden declaration of his guilt. The 
word here translated give up the ghost (or breath, expire) is 
found in verse 10 below, in 12: 23, and nowhere else in the 
New Testament. 


Verse 6.—And the young men (literally, younger men) arose: 
This indicates that the apostles were not alone, and acting as 
acouncil. Taking verses 7 and 10 into account, there seems 
to have been a standing session of the church, for a part of 
the day, both for religious services and for business. The 
young men are thought by Meyer to be the stated servants of 
the community, set apart for this work, as the necessities of 
the church would demand, and the precedents of the syna- 
gogue would suggest. Others, as Neander, De Wette, Rothe, 
maintain that, without any official duty, these young men 
volunteered, being called on [arose], to take this service upon 
them. This view is somewhat favored by the use in verse 11 
of another term for the young men. ~ If they had been officers 
of the church, the writer would hardly have used two terms 
forthem. J'he young men indeed must have been numerous, 
if this was a full assembly. But we may conceive of the 
assembly as changing from time to time, so that by no means 
all were at any time present.—And wrapped him round, and 
they carried him out and buried him: The word translated 
wrapping around is foynd rarely in classical Greek in this 
sense, and but once in the New Testament besides this place. 
In 1 Corinthians 7: 29 “the time is contracted,” or short. 
Meyer contends for the sense contracted, that is, bent the limbs 
together, which might be rigid and stiff by the manner of his 
death, in order thus to carry out the corpse the better. But 
this interpretation seems to want the support of usage. The 
custom among the Jews seems to have been to bury a dead 
body soon after death. Thus (John 11:17) Lazarus had 
been in the tomb four days (or it was now the fourth day 
since he was placed there) when Jesus reached Bethany. But 
he was alive when they sent for him to come there, and Jesus 
stayed after the news came for two days, and could have reached 
Bethany in a day or so. This speedy interment may have 
sprung from the fear that some one might touch the body, 
and so be rendered unclean and require purification (Num- 
bers 19: 11) for seven days, except in the case of the priests 
(Ley. 21: 1), when they touched the bodies of strangers. 


Verse 7.—And it was about the space of three hours after, when 
his wife, not knowing what was done, came in: The construction 
seems to be “and an interval of about three hours came to 
pass,” or took place. And the wife (that is, when the wife). 
Compare Luke 9; 28. Three hou1s seem to have been suf- 
ficient for the burial. 

Verse 8.—And Peter answered unto her (that is, addressed 
her, as if the question was drawn out by her presence). So 
often.— Whether ye sold the land for so much: “So much” may 
mean that he pointed at the money lying before him, or, it 
may be, the evangelist’s word, denoting a sum which he was 
unable or thought it useless to specify. 

Verse 9.—And Peter said unto her, How is it that (equiva- 
lent to “ how happens it that,” or “ how is it possible that”) 
ye have agreed together (literally, it has been agreed, or con- 





the object, to try his patience and justice, so that it may be 
proper for him to depart from his ordinary forbearance in 
his government of men, and show his vindication of righteous- 
ness and hatred of sin without delay. Thisseemed rightfully to 
Peter to be a proper occasion for God to depart from his 
ordinary law of long-suffering. Behold the feet of them who 
have buried thy husband are at the door, and they shall carry thee 
out: Peter could not have merely guessed that it was time 
for the young men to return; a divine voice was directing 
him through all his doings on this day. For the phrase at 
the door, denoting speedy advent, compare Matthew 24: 33 ; 
Mark 13: 39; James 5: 9. , 

Verse 10.—And she fell down immediately at his feet, and gave 
up the ghost (expired). And the young men came in, and found 
her dead, and they carried her out, and buried her by her husband : 
Naturally (verse 11), great fear (and awe before the presence 
of a God of holiness) came upon the whole church (that is, in 
Jerusalem), and upon as many as heard these things. The story 
of Ananias and his wife breaks upon us, amid the love and 
joy of the infant Church, as a sudden clap of thunder after a 
bright morning. But if anything is true in the history of the 
founding of the Church, this is true. There was as much 
need of punishing hypocrisy, and making men feel the pres- 
ence of a sin-abhorring God, as there was need of showing 
the saving power of the new gospel. That Peter should be 
chosen to announce divine justice in a case of gross sin was as 
desirable as that he should be chosen to preach repentance 
and remission of sins through Christ. The Christian disciples 
needed to fear, for their new hopes wanted something to 
balance them; and the people in general needed to feel fear, 
lest they should seek to overthrow the seemingly defenseless 
gospel. That the sin of hypocrisy should be chosen as worthy 
of being visited with open punishment in order to show its 
opposition to God, will not seem unsuitable, since it was the 
especial sin of the Jewish people at the time, and its preva- 
lence in the church would lead to its decay or destruction. 





LYING UNTO GOD. 
BY CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 


Many commentators note the significance of that one 
small word “but” with which the fifth chapter of the Acts 
opens. Few, however, dwell upon the fact that the name 
of the faithful man, who is thus put into sharp contrast with 
the two hypocrites mentioned afterwards, is literally trans- 
lated, as if to give us a hint to translate the suggestive names 
of the others also (4: 36). 

The word Ananias means “grace of God;” and the word 
Sapphira signifies just “a sapphire,” the familiar jewel of 
brilliance and beauty. We should suppose these two people 
had an unusually bright prospect in the outset. Somebody 
there was who loved them enough to give them very fine 
names when they were little. It seems a pity that such 
names should now for all time become the symbol of every- 
thing mean, dishonorable, and melancholy. 

* I. Is it possible to commit the same sin, in our times, for 
which Ananias and Sapphira suffered their awful judgment? 

1. A man lies to God when he uses his profession as a 
member of the Christian church for an instrument of self- 
interest. We all take the same covenant when we enter 
publicly upon a religious career; we cannot judge each other. 
No one can, even if he would, go behind the simple procla- 
mation of another’s faith in Jesus Christ which is made at 
his first communion. So it is easy to pass through the entire 
routine of joining a church unsuspected, although a person 
has no higher purpose than merely the individual profit he 
is hoping will accrue from it. 

When Nineveh was burned under Sardanapalus, great 
quantities of treasure were known to have fallen into the 
fiery ruins. Belesis, governor of Babylon, had been one of 
the conspirators against the dead king, and was aware of all 
the circumstances of the sack of the city. He told the other 
generals that in the midst of the fight he had at one time 
despaired of success, and then he had solemnly sworn to the 
immortal gods that, if. victory were vouchsafed him, he 
would convey bodily all the ashes of the conflagration to 
Babylon, and deposit them in a vast temple which he would 
erect to receive them in honor of the propitious deities; he 
added that his tender conscience would not» permit him to 
delay the fulfilment of his vow. No one could object to so 
pious a proposal; so Belesis set the whole army at work to 
gather up the remains of the fire. When the valuable mass 
reached Babylon, he smelted the heaps in great furnaces, 
and enriched himself to a fabulous amount with the gold 
and silver that came forth. This he had understood all 
along ; but he was neither the first nor the last man who has 
put forward his conscience to make gain out of godliness 
with a villainous deceit. 

2. Men may lie unto God by making false pretenses in 
their routine of worship. Naaman was thoroughly grate- 
ful for the cure of his leprosy which he received from 
Elisha in the name of Israel’s God. He packed up earth on 
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the house of Rimmon also, when the court went there ir 
official procession. We are open to the same rebuke when 
we undertake to compromise with the world in our atten- 
dance at church on the Sabbath. He who comes to hear the 
music only, or listen to the eloquence of a preacher, or to 
keep up his respectability, is addressed as distinctly as was 
Ananias when Peter asked him, “Why hath Satan filled 
thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost? thou hast not lied unto 
men, but unto God.” 


We were once very much touched by the motto put up 
over the door of an ancient church in Oxford ; we looked up 
at it as we passed under through the mediswyal gate. It 
was only a verse taken from the Vulgate Version, in the 
quaint Latin of the bygone age: “Dominus custodiet introi- 
twm tuum et exitum tuum;” “The Lord shall preserve thy 
going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even 
for evermore.” It seemed like a sweet, generous pardon for 
our wandering minds in the past, for our hearts worldly in 
many a remembered service, if only we would grow devout 
now in our prayers. 

3. Again, men may lie unto God by breaking their cove- 
nant of consecration. It is not always wealth which is vowed 
to religious ends; but money becomes the easiest form of 
present illustration. This was the exact sin of Ananias; he 
said he would give all he possessed to the cause of the risen 
Redeemer, and put in his stock with that of the rest in those 
times when they considered all things common. If you will 
carefully examine the details of the story, you will see that 
he was blamed, not because he kept back part of the money, 
but because he pretended to bring the whole; it was in that 
the lie consisted. His guilt was hypocrisy, not parsimony; 
but the hypocrisy grew out of the parsimony, as death always 
grows out of lust in the heart. 

Most of us will remember the early engagement which the 
fugitive Jacob made when, fleeing from his father’s house, 
he lingered lonely out on the hillside at Bethel (Gen. 28: 
20-22). But now we may read in vain through all the biog- 
raphy of the ensuing thirty years; we shall never find that 
he kept his word with any sort of fidelity. Te had to be 
brought to terms with a series of judgments which shook his 
life to the centre, and convulsed his soul with premonitions 
of divine wrath. He too was lying unto the Holy Ghost 
under the temptation of Satan. 


Sometimes Christians say that they will give a tenth of their 
incomes, or more, to the work of Christ; and then comes a 
hard year of tightening inthe market. They now think to 
themselves with a sweet caution, “I must retrench in benevo- 
lence this season.” Sometimes Christians make a show of 
contribution, but adroitly manage to get back a fair percent- 
age. We read in French history that Louis XI. once prof- 
fered the ‘entire department of Boulogne to the “ Blessed 
Virgin Mary.” He drew up a deed, signed, sealed; he deliv- 
ered it to the proper ecclesiastics of the Church. But with 
a peculiar perversity he kept all the revenues and taxes, 
appointing every year new collectors who might secure the 
income rigidly for himself without any peril of being tam- 
pered with by the priests. 

4. This sin of lying unto God may be committed by the 
offering of insincere prayers. This wickedness is as old as 
Job’s time, for evidently Eliphaz was so familiar with it that he 
put it in his accusation of the suffering patriarch, and declared 
that in it was found the explanation of his trouble (Job 15: 
7-13). Of course, it does not follow that Job was a hypo- 
crite, merely because Eliphaz suspected it; but it certainly 
follows that this sin is very ancient when we find such verses 
in what some commentators consider the oldest book in the 
Bible. 

5. This sin is committed when one practices self-seeking 
in his acts of Christian zeal. Preachers may become worldly 
in catering to the populace for applause. Teachers may lose 
all their work by trying to gain conspicuousness, large classes, 
or meny presents from the childrem. An ancient Scotch king 
summoned his favorite minstrel to come and play at the mar- 
riage of his son. After a while the company noticed that 
the monarch’s forehead began to gather blackness, and in a 
moment more the harper was seized by the guards, and hur- 
ried out of the room into disgrace and punishment. He had 
begun to sing the praise of his own instrument, and of his 
own skill; so he was rejected. 

I. Is any one in danger now of receiving the same form of 
retribution which Ananias and Sapphira received ? 

1. It was the “visitation of God.” It would not be diffi- 
cult to find some instances of direct and swift punishment 
even in modern times. In the old town of Devizes, in 
England, the tourist is led up to see an interesting inscrip- 
tion in the public market-place. It reads thus: “The mayor 
and corporation of Devizes avail themselves of the stability 
of this building to transmit to future times the record of an 
awful event which occurred in this market-place in the year 
1753; hoping that such a record may serve as a salutary 
warning against the danger of impiously invoking the divine 
vengeance, or of calling on the holy name of God to conceal 
the devices of falsehood and fraud. On Thursday, the 25th 
of January, 1758, Ruth Pierce, of Pottera, in this county, 
agreed with three other women to buy a sack of wheat in 
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the market, each paying her due proportion towards the 
same. One of these women, in collecting the several quotas 
of money, discovered a deficiency, and demanded of Ruth 
Pierce the sum which was wanting to make good the amount. 
Ruth Pierce protested that she had paid her share, and said 
the wished she might drop down dead if she had not. She 
rashly repeated this awful wish, when, to the consternation 
of the surrounding multitude, she instantly fell down and 
expired, having the money concealed in her hand.” Notice 
carefully in the lesson for to-day that this was not the act of 
Peter; he was probably as much surprised as any one else. 

2. Most often the retribution comes in the form of a de- 
moralization of soul which renders recovery impossible at 
the last. Lying is a species of wickedness which strikes in 
upon the entire nature, and corrupts it like a disease. Here, 
again, that strange suggestion of these names comes in with 
peculiar power; the man in the story, and the woman, his 
wife, lost the heritage of whatever their history had gained. 

Ananias lied; then it was that “the grace of God” went 
out of him forever. Sapphira lied; when a woman loses 
the truth, it is as if the laet light went out of a sapphire. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 


BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 

Ananias, with Sapphira, his wife (v.1). The new dispensa- 

tion opens somewhat as the old one did, in its first great 

. Then it was Adam, and Eve his wife; now 
it is Ananias, and Sapphira his wife. But there are differ- 
emces as well as resemblances in the two cases. Then the 
woman led off, and the man followed, in evil; now the man 
leads off, and the woman follows. Whateveris inferred as to 
the greater temptibility and weakness of one sex in the one 
case, is found entirely at fault in the other case. But in both 
cases the man and the woman agreed together in evil, and 
helped each other in sin. If only husbands and wives were 
as mutually helpful in and for good as for evil, what a con- 
stant and unintermitted blessing the family would be. But 
for good or for evil, husbands and wives can work together 
with a power that neither could possess singly. 

Sold a possession, And, of course, they had “a possession” 
—before they sold it. It was not the temptation of poverty 
that led them into sin. A property-possession always 
brings temptation. Adam and Eve had everything in the 
world except a single tree; and they gave themselves up to 
Satan in order to get that one tree. He who supposes that 
the possession of property would put him above temptation 
fails to read aright all the lessons of history from the days of 
Adam and Eve down through the days of Ananias and Sap- 
phira, and up to the date of this lesson’s study. He who 
lacks ean earthly possession can fairly feel that so far he has 
a decided gain over Adam and Ananias. 

And brought a certain part (v. 2). There are very few per- 
sons who are willing to be wholly bad; as bad as they know 
how. Almost everybody wants to do “a certain part” of his 
duty. This is shown in the adages about “honor among 
thieves,” and “some decency left,” and “not quite so bad as 
that.” And almost everybody wants to look, himself, and to 
have others look, and to have Ged look, at the certain part of 
his duty that he does, instead of at the certain part that he 
does not do, And just here so many are like Ananias and 
Sapphira. But, as it was once said by a preacher in a ser- 
mon about giving, “God looks not so much at what you have 
given as at what you have got left;” so, also, he who holds 
back in the performance of any part of his duty, is guilty 
of all. 

W hy hath Satan filled thy heart to lie to the Holy Ghost ? (v. 3.) 
Peter didn’t have any doubt about where a prompting to lie 
came from, There are just two forces at work in a Christian 
believer's heart : one comes from the Holy Ghost ; the other 
comes from Satan. Satan says, Lie. The Holy Ghost says, 
Lie not. Satan would have believers lie, even to the Holy 
Ghost. The Holy Ghost would have no believer lie, not 
even to Satan, nor for the supposed benefit of the cause of 
Christ. Lying is Satan’s work, The Holy Ghost will never 
ask a Christian believer to do Satan’s work, under any cir- 
cumstances, or in hope of any gain whatsoever. 

Was it not in thine own power? (v. 4.) The property of 
Christian believers is in their own power, to give or to with- 
hold asthey may choose. The Church has no right to take that 
property from them by force. But this privilege of choice does 
not absolve believers from either the duty or the responsibility 
of using their property aright. It may be their duty to give, 
when they choose not to give. If so, they must take the con- 
sequences of not giving. But while they have the choice of 
giving or withholding, they mustn’t lie about their use of 
money, nor pretend that they are open-handed and generous 
when they are close-fisted and mean. They ought to decide 
that they will give or refuse at the call of Christ and Christ's 
needy ones; and then stand by the open record of their 
choice. 

Buried her by her husband (v.10). And so two liars were 
laid away in the grave. If only this judgment had put an 
end to lying, what a different state of things there would be 
im the church, and in the world, to-day! If, on the other 
hand, every lying church-member, since the days of Ananias 





and Sapphira, had been stricken dead for lying, what havoc 
here would have been among church-members! But how- 
ever many liars have been spared to die natural deaths, 
there stands the record of God’s estimate of the sin of lying 
on the part of those who profess to be led of the Holy Ghost. 
Who will dare—in the face of this judgment—to lie, or to 
advocate the possible propriety of a Christian’s lying, under 
any circumstances ? 

Great fear came upon . . . as many as heard these things (v. 11). 
It is always startling to know that -sin is punished ; and that 
evil-doers have met their threatened doom. But the terror 
which comes of knowing the consequences of sin does not in 
itself keep men from sinning. The sad fate of one drunkard 
after another has little power in keeping back the compan- 
ions of those drunkards from following in their steps. So of 
the sure failure of gamblers and speculators; so, also, of all 
reaping according to the seed sown. Times of pestilence and 
times of war are times of great fear, but not times of turning 
to the Lord: on the contrary, wild excesses in sin, and mad 
pleasure-seeking, prevail at such times. A dread of the con- 


sequences of sin is by no means faith in the only Saviour 
from sin. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY M. ©. HAZARD. 


The teacher should show why it was that Ananias and 
Sapphira felt it necessary to seem to make a generous dona- 
tion to help the needy among the believers. Evidently the 
two were not of the class that like to give. To them giving 
was not a welcome privilege, but was not unlike the drawing 
of a tooth—dreaded not only for the pain of the operation, 
but also for the aching void after it. They gave because 
others were giving—a motive not entirely unknown now. 
They were so well to do that not to give would have called 
forth remark, or open reproof—or at least they thought so. 
The number of believers now was considerably over five 
thousand. In that number, of course, there would be not a 
few needing help. Such was the feeling of brotherhood 
among the disciples that no one was allowed to suffer. The 
disciples proved their professions of love to God by their love 
tomen. Those who had possessions sold them, and handed 
over the proceeds to the apostles for distribution. Notable 
among the givers was Joseph Barnabas, a Levite of Cyprus, 
who sold a possession, and laid the sum obtained therefor at 
the apostles’ feet. The fame of this good deed was such that 
Ananias and Sapphira could hold out nolonger. They' loved 
money, but they also loved the praiseof men. They resolved 
to win the praise of men—and still retain a large portion of 
their money. Let the teacher question his class as to: 

1. The sin of Ananias and Sapphira. They sold a posses- 
sion, and kept back part of the price. They pretended, in 
act, if not in words, to have devoted to God the whole of the 
possession. They laid a certain part at the apostles’ feet as 
if it had been the whole. They meant to get as much credit 
for this part as though they had brought all the money. They 
intended to have their fellow-disciples class them along with 
Joseph Barnabas, and other conscientious and generous 
donors. They are to be classed along with those who now, 
when the contribution box is passed around, fold a dollar 
bill so that the dollar mark is hidden, or who head a sub- 
scription list with a good round sum with the understanding 
that it is for “influence only.” The sin of Ananias and Sap- 
phira was not a sudden impulse. It was planned between 
them. It was a deliberately attempted imposition; the guilt 
of which had been duly considered and weighed. As the 
phrase in the original indicates, the two slyly and deceitfully 
kept back part of the price. There was not a single extenu- 
ating circumstance in their guilt. They were hypocrites and 
liars by intention. 

2. The inspiration of the sin. “Why hath Satan filled thy 
heart to lie to the Holy Ghost?” (1.) The sin was Devil- 
inspired. The Scriptures do not allow us to look upon Satan 
as a mere figure of speech, or as a term that merely personi- 
fies the lusts of the flesh. He is an active, wily, persistent, 
adroit tempter of men, and is to be resisted with all one’s 
strength, and to succeed against him it is necessary to put 
on the whole armor of God. (2.) The sin was not irresistible. 
“Why hath Satan filled,” etc. If one’s heart is filled by 
Satan, it is because he is given a welcome there. He has not 
the power to enter in except as the door is opened for him 
(3.) Note the difference between Ananias and those whose 
generous examples he was pretending to imitate. The hearts 
of Barnabas and his fellow-givers were filled with the Holy 
Spirit, while the hearts of Ananias and his wife were filled 
with Satan. Great grace was upon the rest—a great sin was 
upon them. 

8, The inexcusableness of the sin. “ Whiles it remained, did 
it not remain thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in 
thy power?” Ananias was under no compulsion to sell the 
land, and, having sold it, was under no obligations to turn 
over the proceeds of the sale. He could have given the 
whole, or a part, just as he saw fit. All the other donations 
had been voluntary. God asks no one to give to his cause 
who does not wish to do so. He accepts only willing offer- 
ings. The offense of Ananias, therefore, was all the more 





detestable, in that it had no real occasion, except in his own 
desire to obtain unmerited honor. 

4. The ity for the sin. “How is it that thou hast 
conceived this thing in thy heart?” Ananias could not 
escape his own personal responsibility in this sin. Ananias 
opened the door of his heart, and the Devil walked in. He 
had conceived this thing in his own heart—the Devil had 
nursed it. 

5. The nature of the sin. “Thou hast not lied unto men, 
but unto God.” The “certain part,” though given to the 
apostles, had been given to them as the representatives of 
God. Any deceit, therefore, attempted upon them, was 4 
deceit attempted upon God. Ananias and Sapphira, appar- 
ently, had not considered this side of the case. They had 
thought only of imposing upon men. Very few of those who 
commit sin think of it in ahy other light than with refer- 
ence to man. But all sin is primarily, and chiefly, against 
God. David, when convicted of his guilt, was justified in 
saying: “ Against thee, thee only, have I sinned.” When # 
citizen of the United States is injured by a foreigner, the 
trespass against the man is as nothing to the trespass against 
the government. 

6. The discovery of the sin. That was immediate and miracu- 
lous. There is no possibility of deceiving the Holy Ghost. 
The Holy Spirit enabled Peter to see the hypocrisy of both 
Ananias and Sapphira, and to unmask them. Their guilt 
was exposed to the gaze of all. They stood, ashamed and 
convicted, before those for whose praise they had plotted and 
sinned. They had nothing tosay for themselves. The truth 
of the accusation closed their mouths. The exposure of 
guilt is a fearful thing. In that will be the great horror upon 
the judgment day. 

7. The punishment of the sin. (1.) Its suddenness. Judg- 
ment came upon these two guilty ones as a stroke of light- 
ning. The death of each was sudden and awful. They were 
stricken down while the lie was still upon their lips. It is 
unsafe to count upon God’s delaying his judgments. Hemay 
smite, and smite now. Ananias and Sapphira both had 
opportunity to repent. God waited until they had filled 
their cup of iniquity to the brim. Sapphira, especially, 
could have made confession when questioned by Peter, but 
did not. How many there are who miss their opportunity of 
repentance! (2.) Its meaning. The deaths of Ananias and 
Sapphira were direct judgments of God for their sin against 
the Holy Spirit. They exhibit God’s abhorrence of, and 
indignation against, hypocrisy and lying. They were meant 
asa warning. Those who practice these two sins, sooner or 
later will feel the smiting wrath of God. (3.) Its effects. 
“Great fear came upon all the church, and upon all that 
heard these things.” But it was a wholesome fear. Men 
feared God, and feared to do evil. No one dared to come 
before God professing to be his disciples, while their hearts 
were far from him. Hypocrites stayed outside, but real 
believers were the more added to the Church. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


This is one of the lessons which may determine character, 
if only the Spirit of Truth guide your words and so impress 
them that true and honest lives may be the result. 

Make the story real and the teaching plain how Ananias 
and his wife sinned, were punished, and how God hates lying 
lips. 

See if every child knows what a lie is, how sinful it is to 


speak untruthfully, what the Bible says about lying. Put on 
the blackboard : 





HE THAT SPEAKETH LIES SHALL PERISH. 











For nearly everything we are taught in the Bible there is 
some example given to help us to understand and remember; 
the Bible is full of sweet promises and plain warnings. To-day 
we have a dark picture of lying lips that quickly perished. 
With every dark picture there is always a bright one near 
it; so it is with this, After Peter and John had been threat- 
ened and “let go,” and the Holy Ghost had been given to 
them all, there came a time of rest and peace, and the Church 
grew strong, and many were added to itsnumbers. They all 
loved Jesus and loved each other ; the rich helped the poor, 
and gave their money to be divided among the poorer Chris- 
tians, so that all should have enough. One of these was a 
man named Barnabas, who was so kind and good to the poor, 
and sorrowful that everybody loved him. He owned some 
lands, but he sold them that he might have more money to 
give; and he brought and laid it at the apostles’ feet to be 
used for any in need. Another man and his wife agreed to 
do the same thing; they sold some property and brought 
money, but you will see what made the difference between 
them and Barnabas. The man was named Ananias; his 
name means “the grace of God;” his wife was Sapphira, 
which means “ beautiful, or pleasant.” Oh! how sorry you 
will be to find that good names did not make them have good 
hearts and lives. 

They had property, perhaps houses and lands, farms, or 
vineyards, They talked it all over, and decided to sell “a 


? 





Ate” 








Prim 


February 10, 1883.] 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


8S 








possession,” perhaps only one of several pieces of property. 
They may have promised beforehand what they would do, 
but one day, when the apostles were together at one of the 
meetings, Ananias, the husband, walked in, and going up, in 
sight of all the people, laid his money down before the apos- 
tles, just as all did who brought offerings for the Church. 
Peter called him by name, and asked some strange questions : 
“ Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the 
Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land ?” 
Not a word of answer—could he deny it? Could he explain 
how it was? How surprising to him and the people looking 
on and listening ! 
given him power to look into Ananias’s heart and see what 
he had planned and what he had done. 

Three things the questions charged against him: Satan 
had filled his heart, he had lied, and had kept back a part 
of the money the land sold for, while he tried to make believe 
that he gave all. Peter asked him some more questions: 
“While you had the land, was it not your own? When it 
was sold, was not the money your own? Why did you plan 
this dreadful lie to pretend to give all and keep back a part ? 
You have tried to deceive the Church of God. The lie you 
have made was not against men, but unto God.” Ananias 
never spoke again. He never heard anything more. The 
last word in his ears was the story of his own sin. He fell 
down; he was dead. There was a moment of fear and 
silence, then the young men there wound some outer garment 
or wrapping round and round the dead body, and carried 
him away and buried him. 

Perhaps the wife waiting at home was thinking how she 
and her husband would be praised for their generous gift, or 
of the way they would spend the extra money which was 
hidden in some secret place, and she stayed at home to watch 
and keep it safe. Her husband did not come back, she did 
not know why, and three hours passed. Then she thought 
she would go to the meeting too. Was it because she wanted 
to pray, or had any thought of repentance? She walked in 
to the meeting. Peter saw her, and he had some questions 
for her: “Tell me, did you sell the land for so much?” 
“Yes,” she answered, “for so much.” She knew all about 
it then,—just what they asked for the land, what they were 
paid, how much they kept back, how much her husband had 
brought to the meeting. It was not an answer made up 
quickly to try and get out of trouble; it had all been whis- 
pered over and over, made up at home, and her lips were 
ready to say Yes. Like a flash of lightning in the darkness, 
Peter showed her sin: “How is it that ye have agreed 
together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord?” There was a 
sound of footsteps at the door. Peter said, “ They have. just 
come back from burying thy husband ; they shall carry thee 
out.” She fell at his feet. When the young men came in, 
they found her dead. Again they carried out a heavy bur- 
den, through the same streets, to the same shameful grave, 
and buried her with her husband. Do you wonder that all 
who heard of this were afraid? Why? Did Ananias speak 
a lie, or act one? Is a lie in the heart as sinful as a spoken 
one? What is ahypocrite? Howdidthey robGod? Who 
told the first lie? When? 

Who did Peter say “hath filled thine heart”? Was it 
any excuse that Satan tempted them? Was it any excuse 
for Eve in the garden? We read of another paradise, and 
none can enter there who love or make a lie. Will Ananias 
and Sapphira be there? How much did they gain, and what 
did they lose, by that money? Does it matter whether it was 
much or little? Is there such a thing as a little fib? Does 
God see now every plan and thought as plainly as then? 

If you do not give to God the heart he made, and that 


Jesus died to save, are you not holding back what belongs to 
him ? 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 


Name two in the early church who lied unto the Holy 
Spirit. (Title.) How does the Lord regard all lying lips? 
(Golden Text.) 

Name one of the strongest evidences of genuine conver- 
sion found among the early Christians? (Acts 4: 32.) Why 
would it not be advisable, or scarcely possible, for the church 
now to have all things in common? In what ways should 
our care for the common interest manifest itself? Can a lie 
be acted, or only spoken? (Acts 5: 1-3.) What contrast is 
marked by the conjunction “but” which begins this chapter ? 
When these men laid their money at the apostles’ feet, did 
they, or did they not, imply that they laid their all there? 
How did they expect to be supported? Is simply an inten- 
tion to deceive a lie, or.does it only become a lie when exe- 
cuted? If an executed intention to deceive fails, in its effect, 
is it a lie, or is it not? (v.3.) Define alie. Who instigated 
A lie? (v. 3.) Is lying natural to man since the fall, 
or does Satan manifest himself anew in each lie? What 
was Satan’s first lie? If he prompted Ananias, wherein lay 
the man’s guilt? Were the early Christians required to 
surrender all their possessions, or was it a voluntary offering? 
(v.4.) Had Ananias designed to deceive the Holy Spirit, 
ez only Peter and the other disciples? Explain how his lie 
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was unto God, and not unto men. Is it, or is it not, possible 
in our day to lie unto the Holy Spirit? How would the 
giving of a-counterfeit coin into the Lord’s treasury, with 
design to deceive, compare with the sin of Ananias? Is the 
direct teaching of our lesson on the subject of “giving,” or 
of “lying”? How did God make Ananias an example of 
warning to liars? (vs. 5,6.) If words of truth are spoken 
under such circumstances as to deceive, and with such inten- 
tion, is the utterance a lie, or is it not? (vs. 7-10.) What 
immediate benefit was affected by these judgments? (v. 11.) 
Is lying, under any circumstances, justified in the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures? What was Rahab’s lie? (Josh. 2: 2-5.) 
Where in Scripture is her faith commended? (Heb. 11: 31.) 
Where is the work which proved the vitality of her faith 
commended? (James 2: 25.) Where is her lie commended ? 
How many false prophets lied to Ahab? (2 Chron. 18; 5.) 
What was the true prophet determined to speak? (18: 12, 
13.) Why do we judge that his first words were in mockery 
of the false prophets, and were so understood? (18:.14, 15.) 
Read his clear prophecy (18: 16). How did he account 
for the words of the four hundred? (18: 18-22.) Was this 
a parable, or a vision? If you regard it as a vision, tell 
where the evil spirit came from who proposed the lying, 
and who merely permitted the evil spirit his freedom to 
execute his purpose. In what sense is it said that the Lord 
puts lying spirits and unbelieving hearts in men? Is the 
language of Micaiah in keeping with other Scripture 
phraseology, or is it not? (Exod 14:8; Rom.11:8.) Who 
was responsible for the lies of the prophets, the hard heart 
of Pharaoh, and the blind eyes of the Jews? Even if it 
could be shown that lying was a part of the Old Testament 
economy, what does the New Testament teach in this one 
signal instance alone? 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





THE INSPIRED RECORD OF A LIE. 
1, THE SOURCE OF LYING—SATAN: 
“Why HATH SATAN FILLED THINK HEART.” — 


2 THE MOTIVE OF LYING—SELFISHNESS: 
“To KEEP BACK PART OF THE PRICE.” 


&% THE SIN OF LYING—AN OFFENSE 
AGAINST GOD: 


“THOU HAST... LIED... UNTO Gop.” 

4. THE FRUIT OF LYING—LOSS: 

“ ANANIAS ... FELL DOWN AND GAVE UP THE 
@HosT.” 





SIN, WHEN IT IS FINISHED, BRING- 
ETH FORTH DEATH. 











HINTS FOR LESSON HYMNS. 


“Witness ye men and angels now.” 
“Yield not to temptation.” 

“ Jesus, I my cross have taken,’ 
“Strait is the way, the door is strait.” 
“ How sad our state by nature is.” 

“ A charge to keep I have. — 

“ We give thee but thine own.” 
“Saviour, thy dying love.” 

“ Lord, thou hast searched, and seen me through.” 
“Take my heart, O Father, take it.” 
“There is a safe, a secret place.” 

“ Take my heart, and let it be.” 
“Dare to do right, dare to be true.” 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


“Kept back part of the price,” taken in connection with 
the use of the same Greek word in Titus 2: 10, to express 
“ purloining” as by a slave from his master, is an expression 
which is very well understood by those who have employed 
servants in the East. There the marketing for household 
purposes has to be done for the Europeans or Americans by 
the native servants; and that they will purloin, no matter 
what checks are used for the reckoning, is a fact all too well 
ascertained and notorious. Such servants regularly render 
their accounts on paper, and regularly “keep back” for 
themselves “ part of the price” charged to their employers. 
Generally, too, if not always, they obtain a discount from the 
vendors, which may or may not represent the same sum 
they steal from their employers. But entirely honest such 
servants never intend to be. If a servant lets nobody else— 
the vendors, for example—cheat his employer, he is reckoned 
about as good a servant as it is possible to have. I well 
remember a noted missionary wondering why a certain ser- 
vant was kept by a certain Protestant establishment, when it 
was notorious that he was as poor as poverty itself when he 
entered their employment, but had grown well-to-do therein 
to an extent impossible from his wages alone. But it was 
replied that he would let no one else cheat them, whatever 
he might do himself, and he obtained their supplies for them 
at a cheaper rate than they had been able to do through any 





one else. The foreigners themselves could not deal directly 
with the tradesmen and do riearly as well. 

It is not to be supposed that Ananias was a sinner above 
the rest of his countrymen, nor above the general moral 
habits or conscience of the land. But he and the church 
received a lesson in morality much above the former stand- 
ard. The Syriac version, true to the Oriental manner of 
thinking, says, in substance, that he “kept still about it.” 
But, as an old writer remarks, the Spirit of the Messiah, and 
the new disposition, was quick in the scent of righteousness, 
according to the verse in Isaiah 11; which a zather erroneous 
gloss renders, “ he shall scent concerning a man, whether he 
be guilty or not.” 

The fact of Ananias’s owning “2 possession,” which was 
probably, but not certainly, a piece of landed property, would 
mark him as a man above the common multitude, and prob. 
ably as a man, also, who ought to have known the futility of 
an attempt to play false to the Holy Spirit. But it is not 
improbable that then, as to-day, there were many “ half- 
educated religionists” who thought that form was everything, 
and fidelity of heart, in secret, of no special importance, The 
sailor, in Erasmus’s Colloquy the “ Naufragium ” (Shipwreck), 
who vowed to his saint a great candle if his life should be 
preserved, with the intention of cheating him out of it, is no 
bad pattern of the ignorant Orientals who belong to the cor- 
rupt churches. The depths of ignorance that exist in such 
uneducated consciences can scarcely be imagined by us here. 
Not even its familiar counterpart—the holding intolerantly 
toa form of doctrine and refusing to practice plain precepts 
of good conduct—is altogether equal to it in blindness, what- 
ever may be said of its obstinacy. 

The rather difficult expression rendered “wrapped him 
round” in the Revised Version, has been explained in the 
same way by the older Oriental scholars, and seems to bear 
that meaning. The explanation is that “grave-clothes were 
not at hand;” which is altogether unnecessary But the 
Syriac renders more. literally and graphically, “gathered 
him up;” which leaves the particular meaning somewhat 
indefinite, and only leaves to inference the wrapping him 
round in the clothes he wore. At the same time, it need not 
refer to the clothes particularly, if at all ; but may be like our 
expression “ picked him up”—an expression a little less dig- 
nified than “took him up,” but at the same time a little 
closer and more correct. 

In verse 7 is one of those idioms, native to the Orient, and 
more natural to the an the Greeks, which seem to 
vivify the events of the ive, but generally to infuse a 
childish dullness into the rhetorical style of any narrative. 
A literal translation will show it: “ And there became an 
interval of about three hours, and his wife came in not 
knowing what had come to pass.” The Syriac has: “ And 
after that it had become three hours [or, not so well, And 
after that there had passed three hours], also his wife entered, 
not knowing what had come to pass.” It seems that it would 
be truer to the genius of Luke’s narrative to keep the more 
literal rendering, somewhat thus: “ And an interval of about 
three hours passed, and his wife came in, not knowing what 
had come to pass.” The very motion of time becomes thus a 
part of the movement and incident of the narrative, instead 
of a semi-accidental and half-superfluous attachment, as it 
sounds in the English versions. Nor do the objections 
which present themselves at first to the mind of a Greek 
scholar retain their force on a little reflection. 

Three hours was a rather short time for burial, especially 
if a grave was to be dug in the earth. Yet, such graves are 
shallow in the East. I have seen mourning women at a grave 
after burial, where part of the clothing (there was no coffin) 
peeped out from the mound of earth. 

As to the distance to which the body had to be carried, 
burials were not allowed nearer a Levitical. city than three 
thousand cubits from the walls. But how far from the wall 
of Jerusalem, does not appear. 

“Not knowing what had happened” has been used by 
some to interpret the “wrapped him round” in verse 6; as if 
Sapphira would have been apt to know about it if the young 
men had gone to her house for grave-clothes. But that 
reasoning assumes too many premises. 

“ Behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husbanc 
are at the door,” as it stands in the Greek, is a thoroughly 
Oriental expression; only the “are,” lacking in the Greek, 
need not have been supplied in English, except to indicate 
the grammatical structure ; the closer expression is: “ Behold, 
the feet of the buriers of thy husband at the door; ” but in an 
Oriental language, the whole expression is almost as much of 
the simple nature of an interjection as it is of the composite 
nature of an interjection and a declarative sentence. But the 
meaning of this expression in unadorned English is: “ Behold, 
the men have just returned (not yet come in, however) from 
burying thy husband.” Peter’s language is entirely Oriental. 
To borrow and anglicize at the same time, the meaning comes 
out thus: “ Why have ye been partners in tempting the Spirit 
of the Lord? Behold, the buriers are just back from bury- 
ing thy husband, to bury thee too.” As thou wast a partner 


in his sin, so thou art partner in his punishment. The con- 
ciseness and significance of Peter’s words in an Oriental ver- 
sion are scarcely to be realized by & speaker of English. 
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PROGRESS IN GREEK LEXICOGRAPHY.* 


It is just thirty yeare since the first edition of Liddell 
and Scott’s Greek-English Lexicon appeared in Eng- 
land, and it is twenty-seven years since its American 
revision, by Professor Henry Drisler, of Columbia College, 
was published in New York. The present generation of 
scholars, of middle age or under, in both England ‘and 
America, have all been brought up on this lexicon, and 
hardly know the deficiencies of the Groves, the Dunbars, 
the Pickerings, and the Donnegans of formerdays, The 
first edition took the English Grecians by storm, so to 
speak; and no rival lexicon has been able to hold its 
ground at all since. This lexicon has occupied the field, 
and left room only for special vocabularies, or abridged 
general works. 

Based originally on the great Greek-German work of 
Passow, then further improved by the aid of Rost and 
Palm, its fourth edition became so independent of special 
obligations to any one predecessor that it dropped all 
names from the title-page but those of its immediate 
authors. The fifth and sixth editions were yet further 
enriched from every quarter, till the work fairly repre- 
sented the sum and flower of Greek scholarship in Ger- 
many, England, and America, embodying work and 
results which could scarcely have been dreamed of as 
possible in the early half of this century. It is now the 
best product of its kind; the representative work of an 
age which represents the highest point of Greek scholar- 

ship ever reached in England. 

The seventh edition, revised and augmented through- 
out, with the co-operation of Professor Drisler, has just 
appeared, in England and America simultaneously ; in 
England at the Clarendon Press, Oxford; and in America 
published at New York by the Harpers. The authors 
speak of it in their short preface as the last that they can 
hope to see published. In the same breath, they grace- 
fully acknowledge the assistance rendered them by many 
scholars, but refer by name only to Professors Drisler of 
New York, Goodwin of Cambridge (Mass.), and Gil- 
dersleeve of Baltimore. Each of these gentlemen 
has written, or rewritten, several important articles 
“which their well-known grammatical learning makes 
peculiarly valuable.” Professor Drisler has gone care- 
fully over the whole book, and left his marks for good 
upon nearly every page. 

One who is accustomed to the older editions, with their 
somewhat old-fashioned, lengthy prefaces, will be sur- 
prised to find the preface proper here condensed to two 
pages. The tables of Greek authors, and the like, on the 
contrary, he will find much improved, and somewhat 
expanded ; sometimes by the addition of a name omitted 
before. All the matter which precedes the lexicon 
proper fills only sixteen pages. 

As to the body of the lexicon itself, improvement is 
manifest everywhere. The arrangement is better, the 
notation and abbreviations are plainer and more helpful, 
the typography aids the eye, and tires it as little as pos- 
sible, and every page is fairly good-looking. The exter- 
nals are all that could be desired. The book has increased 
a little in length and breadth, but has lost a trifle in 
thickness, having ninety pages less than its last prede- 
cessor. 

But as to its real merits,—those of matter and author- 
ship,—it is hard to speak particularly in any short space. 
Nearly every page shows signs of addition, improvement, 
and skillful compression, and that to an extent that would 
hardly have been supposed practicable did not the fact 
abundantly appear on comparison with the former edi- 
tions. Almost every special point has been retouched by 
a specialist; and a ripe thoroughness is manifest every- 
where in all the articles of any length—and even more 
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in some of the shorter ones. Oomparison with a former 
edition shows that the authors and their co-laborers have 
read more Greek, and that they know more Greek, since 
their last effort; while the contrast between this edition 
and the first that was issued seems almost like that 
between youth and middle age. Yet there is as much 
spring and vitality in this edition as in any of its prede- 
cessors. It shows the prime, not the senility, of lexico- 
graphical ability. 

Of course, the main work of a lexicographer is to give 
a history of each word in its own language, and its mean- 
ings in genealogical succession; and this work has been 
duly accomplislied in this lexicon, according to any 
reasonable standard of judging. But an advance even 
more marked, if possible, has been made with respect to 
the derivations of root-words,—a result which is owing 
to the prodigious progress of the science of comparative 
philology within the last few decades. 

To add more—seeing that this lexicon contains 1,776 
pages of excellence, and each page its diversities of 
excellence—seems needless here. It is the best and 
greatest work of the sort in our language. 





If any one wishes to trace the history of the doctrine 
of evolution in its relations to the great departments of 
modern thought, he can get no more compendious state- 
ment of that history than President Rudolf Schmid’s 
Theories of Darwin, of which an authorized translation 
by the Rey. Dr. G. A. Zimmermann, has just been pub- 
lished. Dr. Schmid’s work was published in Germany 
in 1876; and it achieved considerable success in that 
country. Its plan is historical and critical. The vol- 
ume is technically divided into two parts, each consist- 
ing of two books which are again subdivided into chap- 
ters. The first part treats of the history of the various 
theories of evolution, and, in the second book, of their 
philosophic completions and the metaphysical conse- 
quences drawn therefrom. The second part is wholly 
devoted to the history and criticism of evolutionist 
theories in their relations to religion, theology and 
morals. Dr. Schmid’s position as regards Darwinism is 
that of tolerance; and his criticisms are temperate and 
keen. The Darwinian hypothesis has won for itself a 
wider following in Germany than in England or America; 
and the modifications of it are correspondingly numerous. 
These modifications Dr. Schmid takes up, one after an- 
other, and discusses. The English reader may not feel 
quite at home among the German theorists, and, unfor- 
tunately, the cumbrous and half-German terminology of 
the translation will not materially aid him in his peru- 
sal of the book. In short, the. volume is useful, but 
not attractive; and not even the commendatory intro- 
duction of it by the Duke of Argyle will secure for it a 
wide popular circulation. (12mo, pp. 410. Chicago: 
Jansen, McClurg, & Co. Price, $2.00.) 

One of the least pretentious, and, at the same time, 
most popularly useful, series of religious books which 
have passed through the Scotch press in recent years, is 
The Household Library of Exposition. The first vol- 
ume of the series, the Rev. Dr. Alexander McLaren’s 
Life of David as Reflected in his Psalms, which was a 
genuine, if a minor, contribution to the literature of its 
subject, has already passed through four editions, and the 
two succeeding volumes have passed respectively through 
two and three editions. The latest issue in this series, 
The Speeches of the Holy Apostles, comes appropriately 
before the American public at a time when the Sunday- 
schools are busied with the study of the Acts. The 
author is the Rev. Dr. Donald Fraser of London, who 
is fairly well known as a preacher and exegete. As the 
title indicates, Dr. Fraser concerns himself with the 
words of the apostles, rather than with their deeds; 
though each speech has, of course, the historical setting 
necessary to its understanding. The exegesis of each 
speech makes a short chapter; and the whole book in- 
cludes less than three hundred small 16mo pages. These 
short sketches are fresh, concise, and stimulating; and 
the volume itself may rightfully be added to the teacher’s 
list of helps for the study of Acts. (Small 16mo, pp. 
258. Edinburgh: Macniven and Wallace; New York, 
Macmillan & Co. Price $1.25.) 


It is more than a year since the first volume of The 
Clerical Library, consisting of Three Hundred Outlines 
of Sermons on the New Testament, was published. 
That incentive to clerical scamp-work has. been received 
so well that a second volume, consisting of Outlines of 
Sermons on the Old Testament, has been prepared, and the 
anonymous author, profiting from hints received from 
preachers who find it easier to steal the plan of a sermon 
than to make one, has made the outlines more than 





twice as full as in the previous volume. Regarding the 
Outlines on the New Testament, Mr. Spurgeon com- 
plained bitterly that sermons of his had been changed 
into “ outlines” in such a way as to cause him to blush 
for shame when he saw his initials affixed tothem. In 
that respect, this volume is no improvement on the 
other; so that clerical plagiarists might do better if they 
appropriated entire the published sermons of Mr. Spur- 
geon and other distinguished preachers, rather than 
trust to incompetent outlines. The advantage to the 
preacher would be that he would be saved the labor of 
composition ; while the people would rejoice in the mani- 
fest improvement of his sermons. (12mo, pp. 292. New 
York: A. ©. Armstrong and Son. Price, $1.50.) 


Erasmus of Rotterdam had so high a conception of the 
character and genius of Socrates that he often felt inclined, 
in the saint-invoking manner of his time, to cry out: 
“ St. Socrates, pray for us!” Ifthe English reader wishes 
to make acquaintance with the unique personality of the 
Greek philosopher, as it was conceived by his disciple 
Plato, he can scarcely do better than begin on Socrates, 
an anonymous translation into English of the Apology, 
the Crito, and parts of the Phedo of Plato; which is 
introduced to public notice by Professor Goodwin of 
Harvard. For the information of those who do not 
know, it may be worth while to state that the Apology 
is Plato’s rendering of Socrates’ defense of himself before 
the Athenians; and the Crito and Phedo are two dia- 
logues, in the prison at Athens, on right and wrong and 
the true manner of life and immortality. The transla- 
tion is not literal, but free and spirited. Short historical 
and archeological notes explain obscure allusions. 
(16mo, stiff brown cover, pp. xxii, 159. New York: 
Charles Scribner’s Sons.- Price, 50 cents.) 


In the Hereafter of Sin, the Rev. John W. Haley, the 
author of the popular apologetic book, Alleged Dis- 
crepancies of the Bible, presents the argument for the 
endlessness of future punishment. The purpose of the 
little monograph is twofold: first, to prove from the 
Scriptures and to confirm from reason the doctrine of 
the endlessness of future punishment; and, second, to 
meet the objections which have been made against that 
doctrine. The argument is close and skillful; the state- 
ment and the answering of objections is brief and con- 
cise; and the style is clear and easy. (16mo, pp. viii, 
152. Andover: Warren F. Draper. Price, 75 cents.) 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


In the recent editorial, Helps to the Study of Acts, 
the price of the new edition of Hackett’s Commentary 
on the Acts of the Apostles was, by some slip, recorded 
as $1.25. The publishers of the book, the American 
Baptist Publication Society of Philadelphia, have re- 
quested us to state that the actual price of the work 
is $2.00. 








There is a pleasant paper on Art in the Nursery in 
the February number of The Magazine of Art, which 
sets forth the advantages which the children of to-day 
have over their predecessors in the matter of book 
illustration. Who that is familiar with the horrible 
wood-cuts which were thought good enough for chil- 
dren’s books half a century ago, in their strong contrast 
with the fine engravings in the children’s magazines of 
to-day, will not sympathize with the humorous exaggera- 
tion of The Magazine of Art writer when he says that 
nowadays the child “ may be said to be something of an 
art critic ere he leaves his cradle, and an adept in style 
ere he sees fit to abandon long garments for short”? 
The opening paper in this number is a judicious estimate 
of Millet as an Art Critic. 








WORK AND WORKERS. 


——<—————— 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


— A year ago the Hillsborough County (N. H.) Sun- 
day-school Association was obliged to report a marked 
decrease in the number of Sunday-school scholars in the 
county, and that not in one denomination, but in almost 
all the churches. This showing stirred up the a. 
school workers to renewed activity ; and the result, as 
reported at the seventh annual convention held at Peter- 
borough, February 8, was that the decrease was checked, 
and that an advance has been made. The Methodist 
Episcopal Sunday-schools gained 67; the Baptists, 56 ; 
the Congregationalists, 53; and the Presbyterians, 50, 
over last year’s numbers. The average attendance of the 
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scholars actually on the rolls has also increased. “On 
the other hand,” says the secretary’s report, “ Hills- 
borough County is a field white for harvest.” And 
among the facts by which that claim is substantiated, 
the secretary mentions that in one town only one person 
in twenty is a Christian; that in another town, with a 
population of nineteen hundred, there are bat two feeble 
churches ; that two small towns have no.Sunday-schools ; 
and that there are thousands of children and scores of 
thousands of adults who have no connection with any 
Sunday-school. 


— An official report in pamphlet form has just been 
issued of the last Baptist State Sunday-school Conven- 
tion of North Carolina. This report gives an example 
of skillful condensation which might profitably be fol- 
lowed by some other associations. The speeches made 
are not given in full; but are, as a rule, compressed into 
half a dozen lines, or less, giving only the main points of 
each address, and summing up ‘each point in a single 
sentence. The secretary’s report showed 666 schools in 
correspondence with the Association, and these had a 
membership of 44,018, of whom 39,238 were scholars. 
Of the schools reported, 229 are evergreen. 


COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 


—It will be remembered that, in August and Septem- 
ber of last year, meetings were held in various parts of 
the South by the committee appointed to select a site of 
the proposed Southern Chautauqua. After the com- 
mittee’s personal inspection of the several sites proposed, 
Monteagle, Grundy County, Tennessee, was chosen as 
the best adapted for assembly purposes. Monteagle is 
more than two thousand feet above the sea level, and is 
connected by a private line with the Nashvilld Chatta- 
nooga, and St. Louis Railway. One hundred acres, 
which are now being laid out by the landscape gardener, 
will be enclosed. There will be full hotel accommoda- 


. tions, as well as private boarding-houses, and tents for 


|renting or purchasing. The assembly is to be wholly 
Merman Ret saary and the members of the board of 
trustees have been selected from various denominations. 
The Rev. J. H. Warren, of Murfreesboro’, Tennessee, is 
chairman of the executive committee. The first Sun- 
day-school Assembly will be held about the middle or 
the end of next July, and will continue in session for 
several weeks. Among those who have already promised 
to take part in this year’s work is the Rev. Dr. Vincent. 
Low rates of travel have been promised by the railroads. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 

—In many of the English Sunday-schools select choirs, 
composed of the voices of most promise among the schol- 
ars, are formed, and carefully trained in the art of musi- 
cal expression. Two of the Lopdon Sunday-school 
choirs, composed each of about fifty voices, recently gave 
public renderings of religious cantatas. 

— From Iowa, a missionary of the American Sunday- 
school Union reports a summary.of ten months’ work 
as follows: 31 new schools organized, with 133 teachers 
and 1,100 scholars; over 50 other schools visited and 
aided, having 240 teachers and 2,000 scholars; over 700 
families visited, and 8,500 miles traveled with horse 
and buggy. 

—It is proposed to have a special Sunday-school can- 
vass or other missionary effort in Birmingham, England, 
for the purpose of bringing all the children into the 
Sunday-school. Forty-three Sunday-schools reported 
that they had together room for four thousand scholars 
more than were on the rolls; and the clerk of the School 
Board stated that several of the public schools, which 
were empty on Sunday, could be thrown open for the 
accommodation of the new scholars. 

— A plan to increase Bible study among the Sunday- 
schools of the Berlin and Wethersfield (Conn.) Sunday- 
school Union was recently approved by the Union, and 
has now been put into operation. Mr. John B. Smith 
of New Britain and Mr. W. H. Hall of West Hartford 
have bten appointed a committee of visitors, and it will 
be their duty to visit each school and to confer with 
it, with a view to increasing thoroughness in Bible 
study on the part of thescholars. Near the close of each 
quarter the visitor will submit to all the schools a scheme 
and questions for a written examination, for the testing 
of such scholars as present themselves for examination. 
The papers containing the answers of the scholars are 
to be forwarded to the visitors, and each paper is to be 
distinguished only by the scholar’s number and the name 
of his school, while a sealed envelope bearing the same 
signs will contain the scholar’sname. No envelopes will 
be opened by the visitors except those of the successful 





candidates. The names of these will be reported by the 
visitors at the annual meeting of the Union, and be 
printed with the minutes; while the school which fur- 
nishes the Jargest per cent. of successful candidates will 
receive from the Union some such article of Sunday- 
school furniture as a map or a blackboard. The names 
of the scholars who pass all the examinations of the 
year will be recorded in a roll of honor. The Union 
recommends to scholars who wish to take part in these 
examinations, to learn accurately the title, golden text, 
and recorded facts of each lesson; and to fasten in their 
minds one thought or duty suggested by the lesson. 


— What one small Sunday-school, begun in the midst 
of difficulties, can grow to and can accomplish, is told in 
the following note from a Brooklyn friend of Sunday- 
schools. The Sunday-school referred to is that of Dr. 
Kénig, in Leipzig, Germany: “Begun in 1871 by Dr. 
and Mrs. Kénig in their own house, it has grown from 
one place into another, until it is now held in some rooms 
in a day-school building in Rendnitz, a suburb of Leip- 
zig. In 1875 the highest number of scholars present was 
157 ; in 1881 it reached 292. The number of teachers 
has increased proportionally ; 15 scholars have become 
teachers in the school ; 11 of this number are now engaged 
there, while still other pupils are in Christian service in 
other places. The library has grown to 500 well-bound 
volumes. Dr. Kénig gratefully acknowledges the receipt 
(through the Foreign Sunday-school Association) of The 
Sunday-school World and The Sunday School Times, 
from which he has learned much for his work. The 
contributions of the school to the heathen from 1877 to 
1881, inclusive, amounted to $15.50. During the same 
years they have sent $24.25 to poor or sick chil- 
dren in hospitals or asylums in Dresden, Jerusa- 
lem, Zwickau, and other places at Christmas. Besides 
these gifts of money, the pupils of Dr. Kénig’s 
school have made their influence felt by means of cor- 
respondence carried on with some children in the island 
of Borneo, in whom they have become interested through 
a missionary there. With the Christmas presents to the 
little suffering ones a number of letters have gone, as 
many as the Leipzig children chose to write, and these 
also have brought loving and appreciatiee replies. The 
* Chronicles’ include some of these letters, and furnish 
thus new testimony to the value of ‘ epistles’ to-day as 
in the time of the apostles. In closing his report, Dr. 
Kénig appeals for donations to a fund which he is rais- 
ing for the purchase of a new organ, to take the place 
of an old one, quite inadequate to meet the wants of the 
school in its present large quarters.” 


EVANGELISM. 


—Aconvention of the Disciples was recently held in 
Arkansas, for the purpose of inaugurating systematic 
evangelistic effort in the destitute districts of the state. 
The Rev. F. M. Green, the Rev. Isaac Errett, and the 
Rev. J. H. Garrison took part in the work of the meet- 
ing. The result of the conference was the engaging of 
two evangelists to devote their whole time to aggressive 
gospel work,—the field of the one to be north of the 
Arkansas River, and that of the other to be south of it. 


—A remarkable religious work has been going on for 
some time in the Hampton Normal Institute, Virginia, 
under charge of General Armstrong. It began with the 
Week of Prayer, when a new religious interest was 
noticeable among the four hundred colored students in 
the institution. The meetings were continued, and the 
religious interest spread and deepened until the Indian 
students were brought within the sweep of its influence. 
Throughout, the utmost decorum prevailed; although 
there was deep feeling, there was no undue expression 
of excitement. There was no race hostility manifested ; 
both colored and Indian students spoke freely in the 
same meetings. Some of the Indians gave their testi- 
mony in broken English, and then prayed fervently in 
the Dacotah. Now every member of the senior class is 
a Christian, and almost every member of the middle class ; 
and the number of those in the lower classes who have 
professed allegiance to Christ is most encouraging. 

— Mr. Moody and Mr. Sankey have for a short time 
changed the scene of their labors from England to Ire- 
land. Dublin, the capital city of Ireland, has been the 
centre of their work. After two weeks’ labor in that 
city, Mr. Moody said that Mr. Sankey and he wished to 
state that they had never had two more encouraging 
weeks than those spent in Dublin. On Sunday, Jan- 
uary 14, Mr. Moody presided at a meeting for Christian 
workers, and spoke on the Bible as the source of the 
Christian worker’s strength. He said that he had no 
sympathy with the critics who are trying to tear the 
Old Testament to pieces. “It is a master-stroke of the 





Devil’s,” he said, “to try and break down the testimony 
of God’s Word. It will not be long before men rush 
off into atheism, if they begin to doubt portions of God’s 
Word.” The same afternoon there was a meeting exclu- 
sively for ladies, at which it was estimated there were 
thirty-five hundred women and girls present. The num- 
ber of conversions during the two weeks’ work was very 
large; and Mr. Moody specially thanked the Dublin 
newspapers for the full reports which they gave of the 
work. 


TEMPERANCE. 

—In reply to a query concerning his attitude on the 
temperance question, the new Archbishop of Canterbury 
recently stated that the cause of temperance is one which 
he haz long tried to further, and that he intends to keep 
letting his influence be felt on that side in the future. 

—There is a Blue Ribbon, a Green Ribbon, a White 
Ribbon, and a Yellow Ribbon Temperance Army. And 
now another is added in the Black Ribbon Temperance 
Society, just founded in Bristol, England, which is a 
compound between the Blue Ribbon Army and a 
beneficial society. 


— At atemperance meeting in London, the Rev. G. M. 
Murphy announced that the number of deaths in Great 
Britain through intemperance, during the Christmas and 
New Year holiday season alone, was greater than the 
loss of the British at the battle of Tel-el-Kebir. Mr. 
Murphy has since forwarded his figures to Mr. Gladstone. 

—There is a sentence in a recent speech on the tem- 
perance question by one of the Madagascar ambassadors 
now in Europe which is worth the attention of legislators 
in lands that were Christian when Madagascar was in 
heathen darkness. “We would rather have a small 
exchequer than a degraded people,” said the ambas- 
sador. To which it might be added that the surest way 
of making the exchequer small is first to degrade the 
people,—by rum, or in any other way. 

— That was a glad surprise to the Woman’s Christian ~ 
Temperance Union of New Orleans when, at the recent 
dinner given by that society to the news- and messenger- 
boys of the city, nearly one hundred boys rose of their 
own accord, and asked to be permitted to take a pledge 
not to drink or gamble. Some included in their pledge 
a clause against smoking, and one little fellow produced 
a bundle of cigarettes and gave them up. This sudden 
accession to the temperance ranks was not on the pro- 
gramme; but no one grumbled at such a departure from 
the order of the meeting. 


PERSONAL. 


—A gift of $10.00 for Chloe Lankton has been re- 
ceived from a friend in Philadelphia. 

—Pérsonal simplicity and thrift are not incompatible 
with the highest generosity. It is said that the Chinese 
Minister at Washington, who, with his wife, lives in very 
simple style, devotes no less than $100,000 a year to the 
support of the poor in the province of Hon-Nan. 

—Victor Hugo’s estimate of “the conclusion of the 
whole matter” does not seem to differ essentially from 
that of the Preacher. The old French poet recently 
gave a banquet to eighty children from fishermen’s fami- 
lies at Veules, Normandy, where he was staying, and 
then made a speech to them, in which he told them to 
believe in God, to love one another, and to fear nothing 
in the performance of duty. 

—Principal A. M. Fairbairn, of Airedale College 
England, is to visit America next summer, and will 
deliver a course of lectures at Chautauqua on certain of 
the era-making names in philosophy. Dr. Fairbairn is 
one of the promising young religious thinkers of Great 
Britain. In this country he is chiefly known .as the 
author of Studies on the Life of Christ, and as a frequent 
contributor to The Expositor, with the liberal-evangeli- 
cal position of which magazine he is in sympathy. 

.—One of the proverbial philosophers of America has 
said that a shattered reputation may be mended, but 
people will always be sure to keep their eyes on the place 
where the crack was. One is reminded of this truth 
when he sees the critics tearing to pieces the character 
of the late Gustave Doré, and, on the other hand, the 
friends of the dead artist defending him on the ground 
that the only justification for the attack of the critics 
was a youthful production of Doré, of whose publication 
he was afterwards ashamed. The best way of defend- 
ing one’s self against slander is to give no justifying 
occasion for it. If there has been no break, people will 
not be so likely to keep looking for an old crack. 

— Mr. Walter Besant, who is noted both as a novelist 
and as the busy secretary of the English Pulesting 
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Exploration Fund, is writing a life of the 
late Professor E. H. Palmer (to whose 
vacant professurship of Arabic at Cam- 
bridge, by the way, Professor W. Robertson 
Smith has recently been appointed). 
Not only is Mr. Besant peculiarly quali- 
fied for his new task by long association 
with Professor Palmer in the work of 
the Palestine Exploration Fund, but Mr. 
Besant and Professor Palmer were joint 
authors of several important literary and 
scientific works, among which may be 
mentioned, for instance, Jerusalem: The 
City of Herod and Saladin, which admir- 
ably fills up a gap in the history of that 
city, treating, as it does, of the history of 
Jerusalem from the time of the apostles 
to our own time,—a period which the 
many histories of ancient and of modern 
Jerusalem pass over in silence. 


- BUSINESS DEP ARTM ENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 50,000 | 
copies, Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time. The uniform rate for 
ordinary advertisements is 25 cents per agate 
line for each and every insertion, except during 
the months of November and December, when the 
rate is 40 cents per line. 


HORSFORD’S ACID PHOSPHATE 
IN SEASICKNESS. Pror. ADOLPH OTT, 
New York, says: “I used it for seasick- 
ness, among the passengers, during a pas- 
sage across the Atlantic. In the plurality 
of cases, I saw the violent symptoms yield, 
which characterize that disease, and give 
way to a healthful action of the functions 
impaired.” 
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Special Positionsas 


Raymond's Vacation Excursions, 


All Traveling Expenses Included. 


Third Annual TOUR to COLORADO and 
CALIFORNIA. 


4 Fe will leave Philadel a THURSDAY, 
APRIL x 
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H. F. SHIELDS, 


836 CxEestTNUT SrT., Philadelphia. 
Office: Philade) and Reading Railroad under 
Pps mental Hotel. 


The Children and the Church, 
And the Young People’s Society of Chris- 
tian Endeavor, as a means of bringing them 
together. By Rev. F. E. Clark. 


“ This book deserves to be studied and prayed over 
by every pastor of every denomination throughout 
the eonanty We say, without hesitation, that few 
books of published during the last year are worth as 
niuch tothe world as this is.""-Congregationalist, Jan. 10. 

PRICE, 75 CENTS, POST-PAID. 

Just 


ished by 
ee Publishing Society, Boston. 
GEO. P. SMITH, Agent. 
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Charles Scribner's Sons 


HAVE JUST PUBLISHED 
I. 
FINAL CAUSES. By Paul Janet, 


Member of the French Academy. Translated from 
the second edition of the French, with preface, by 
Robert Flint, D.D., LL.D. 1 vol. 8vo, $2.50. 

“The work of Janet is regarded as the most compre- 


hensive and ably reasoned work on the philosophy of 
final causes that has been produced, It is not a treatise 


| on natural theology, but a philosophical vindication of 


the eit which underlies natural theology. M. 
Janet, with admirable discernment, acute analytic 
wer, and strict regard to the requirements of logic 
mpage with a patient mastery of the facts out of 
which the question arises, has placed the mr le of 
final causes on a strong foundation.” —The Watchman. 


Il. 


SHORT STUDIES ON GREAT 


Subjects. By James Anthony Froude, M.A. Fourth 
series. 1 vol. 12mo, $1.50. 


CowTENTs: Life and Times of Thomas Becket—The 
Oxford Counter-Reformation—Origin and Celsus—A 
Cagliostro of the Second Leas a Cheneys and the 
House of Russell—A Siding at a lway Station. 

The chief interest of this volume centres in Mr. 
Froude’s brilliant and vivid narrative of the Oxford 
religious movement, of which Cardinal Newman was 
the leader. 

The London Athenaeum says: 


“In these personal recollections of a movement in 
which his brother was one of the leaders, and in which 
My himeelf, for a while, took part, we have Mr, Froude 

is best... . After all that has been said of late on 
the ‘subject of the Oxford Catholic revival, there is 
nothing that can, for a moment, compare with these 
letters... . Some of Mr. Froude’s most perfect illus- 
trations are to be found in this rr and who has 
given us such exquisite images as he 


Itt. 


THE RELIGIONS OF THE 


Ancient World, including Egypt, Assyria, and Baby- 

lonia, Persia, India, Pheenicia, Etruria, Greece, 

Rome. By George Rawlinson, M.A., author of“ The 

Origin of Nations,” etc. 1 vol. 12mo, $1.00. 

Canon Rawlinson’s great learning, na his highly 
esteemed contributions to the history, of the ancient 
world, oy him - treat the subj of this volume 
with ith of view and accuracy of knowle 
that few other writers can lay claim to, The treat 
is not intended to give an exhaustive view of the 
ancient religions, but to enable students of history to 


namore accurate knowledge of the inner life of 
he ancient world. 


ENERGY, EFFICIENT AND 
FINAL CAUSE. (Philosophic 
Series, No. II.) By James McCosh, MD., LL.D. 
1 vol. 12mo, paper, 50 cents. 

Vv. 


SOCRATES. A translation of the 
Apology, Crito, and parts ofthe Phado of Plato. An 
introduction by Professor W. W: Goodwin, of Har- 
vard University. lvol.12mo. ANEW AND CHEAPER 
EDITION, paper, 50 cents. 

VL 

A COMPLETE CONCORDANCE 
to the Revised Version of the New Testament, em- 
bracing the Marginal Readings of the English Re 
visers, as well as those of the American Committee. 
By John Alexander Thoms. Published under the 
authorization of Oxford and Cambridge Universities. 
1 Vol. 8vo, $2.50. 

". VII. 


BIBLIO THECA THEOLOGICA. 


A Select and Classified Bibliography of Theology and 
General Religious Literature. By John F. 
D.D., LL.D. 1 vol. 8vo, $3. 


Hurst, 





*,.* These books are for sale by all booksellers, or 
will be sent, prepaid, upon receipt lot price, by 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, 


7 __ 748 and’ 745 Broadway,New York. = 
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Hove is a new athe chea monthly re- 
Ligious paper devoted ly to jionary and 
ritable work. Its aim is to enlist every disciple 
of the Lord Jesus_in active service as “a good 
soldier,” assisting him, and urging him to hold forth 
“the word of life” by both example and precept. 
“Whosoever shall do and teach them, the same 
shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” — 
Matt. 5: 19. 
Sample copies free. Address, 
BANNER OF LOVE 
Homestead, Baltimore, Md. 
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N. TIBBALS & SONS, 


124 Nassau &t., New York City. 








FRANK LESLIE'S 


SUNDAY MAGAZINE, 


De Witt Talmage, D.D., Editor. 


FEBRUARY NUMBER. 
What is Congregationalism 2 


THE REV. DR. TARBOX 
Answers this question, it being the second of a 
series of articles which will appear in 


THE SUNDAY MAGAZINE 


During 1883 on Religious Denominations. 








Among other articles in the February num- 
ber is 


The American Pilgrim in Palestine, 
BY EDWIN DE LEON. 


justice Warren’s Daughter” 
“Weighed and Wanting,” 


Continued Stories, 
An Article on ‘ Whispers” by the 
Editor. Short Stories. Sketches 
and Poems. 


FRANK LESLIE'S 
SUNDAY MAGAZINE 


Is published monthly. $3.00 per year ; 
25 cents per copy. 
For sale by all dealers. 


Address Mrs, FRANK LESLIE, 


53, 55 and 57 Park Place, New York. 


VERY IMPORTANT 
swoon 
WORKERS! 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
Has for sale the following among other Book 
Helps in the study of the International 
Sunday-school Lessons for 1883. 

“THE 


EOPLE’S DICTIONARY » — THE 
ONARY rr BIBLE, By PHILipe 
| tog D.D., LL.D. By mail, $2.50. 
COMMENTARY on THE ACTS. DEAN 
Owson and CANON SPENCE. Rested by Dr. 


Bonn AFF. Net price, by mail, % cents. And with 
the above Dictionary, by mail, for only $3.00. 


THE CHURCH IN THE_HOUSE. By the late 
REV. WILLIAM ARNOT, D.D., author of * Roots 
and Fruits,” and other works. sine call in illus- 
tration and su gestion. Ne ¥, mail iL #1. 15. 
And with the above Dastionart, for onl y $3.26, 


THE SCHOLAR’S H AND“ BOOK for 1883, in 
quantities, 12 cents and 8 cents each 


AHELP TO THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 
Specially prepared for the reading and teaching - 
the Scriptures. Contains questions, explanations, 
and lessons, in the most easy and convenient form 
for the teacher. Partl. By mail, 40 cents. 


UNION. ESTIONS., ‘Vol. V. Containing 
tionséon the Acts of the Apostles. By mail, 1 os. 


LANATORY BPTtION BOOK 
NE HE ACTS OF i APOST LES. 
Chapters 1tolé6. By mail, 15 fone 


LESS ON THE ACTS OF THE APOS- 


TL ony for more advanced ag peg 
By Ee i. Tyxe, D.D. By mail, 15 cents. 


D WRITINGS OF THE APOS- 
TETLEE ETP. ~) — Ml purpose has veen 
~via and in- 
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORLD 


For January contains Special Offers to all interested 
in the sonpery of Sunday-schooils, which 
be read and consider: 


* Copy sent by mail for 5 conte, 
HAVE YOU SEEN OUR RAIKES LIBRARIES ? 


Containing 30 different 16mo books, of 6,000 
for only $3.00, Ask your bookseller. 


#2z-Other two sets in preparation, containing 20 
different books for $2.00. 


Spedétmens of Sunday-school papers and catalogue 
sent free on application. 


The American 
Sunday-schoo! Union, 


1122 Chestnut Street, Phila. 
bad Bible House, | New York. | 


The Album Writer's Freend.. 


Containing 300 Choice Gems of Poetry and Prose for 
writing in Autograph Albums. 64 pag: tint es, paper covers, 
15 cents; pondecenss beape in oe h, 30cents. Postage 
stamps taken same as cash. 

J. 8. OGILVIE & COo., 4 ‘ti Howe Bt., New w York. — 











US the Order of Service, ory pay The Scholars 
Quarterly. Issued in y yokes form at 75 cents per 
hundred. No extra charge for postage, 








FOR EASTER SUNDAY 


The Gates of Day._, Day-_ a new ana su 
Service with appropriate Scripture eelectione. 
ee aw, ie oa for 

WRy. 16 pages. 


Price, $4. 00 per 100; 5 cents by mail. 


Biglow & Main’s 
Easter Annual No. 7. 


A fine collection of Carols by favoriteauthors, 8 pages. 
Price, $4.00 per 100; 5 cents by mail. 


the occasion by Rev. 








A full Catalogue of Easter Carols, Services, and An- 
thems, sent on request. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 


76 East Ninth Street, | 81 Randolph Street, 
NEW YORK. CHICAGO, _ 


CANTATAS-OPERETTAS 


SACRED. 


RUTH AND Boaz (65 cts.) is new, easy, and every 
way delightful. JosErH’s BoNDAGE ($1 00), and 
BELSHAZZAR ($1.00), mypke gorgeous Oriental spec- 
tacles, as do the er DANTEL (50 cts.)and EstTHER 








(530 cts. )} Fann = fimo tar mer y M (80 cts.), CHRIST THE 
LORD (80 cts.), are good, and St. Saen’s wont es oi 
cts.), Berlioz” Furear INTO EayrprT (38 Sulli 


van’s PRODIGAL Son (75 cts.), are worthy a ‘striking 


compositions. 
SECULAR. 


anne (80 cts.) , Don ry =, LORELEY . 
Cwerkia’ 8 ee Ay eee. WEEN ($1. 
are classic and er whee ore Avia 


(a. 00), b Chee my Tho 8 PICNIC ($1.00). Pretty 
lor rettas are PAULINE ($1.25), PALoMITA, 
.%), DIAMOND cuT DIAMOND 00), CUPS AND 

— (% cts.). 


mane others, send for lists. All Sullivan’s 
Operne published in good style and at low prices. 


NEW BOOKS OF GREAT MERIT: 


REDEMPTION ($1.). Gounod Novello’s Edition. 
SHEPARD gee | ($1). Quartettes and Choirs. 
CHORAL CHOIR (#1). Best new Choir Book. 
PEERLESS (75cts.). Best new Singing Class Book. 
MINSTREL SONGS ($2). A great success. 

- MUSICAL FAVORITE (§2). ew Piano Music. 


Any book mailed for above price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 
C,H. DITSON & CO., 87 Broapway, New Yorx. 


PLANTATION MELODIES 


mes remarkable colvestion of colored famous zi everving 1 
enerations of colored people 
GivaAL ORDS AND MUSIC, mostly moves 


pu By Marshall hm Aw ig 

Introduction by F. 8. Hoyt, D. D. Justthe thing ‘ae 

a choruses, and fa at - oa “Bhese 

sought tobe saved and sung.”’— 

ore k the book wil]sell by thousands.’ a) WG Bek: 
2. D. Cloth. Gilt, 272 pp. JARGRAL TERMS 
AGENTS. Send 60 cts. fora copy, post-paid, te 

M. W. Tayior,19 Noble Gours, Cincinnati, oO. 


LYON&HEALY 


State & Monroe Sts., Chicago. 












Hats, Si nd Outi Repairing 
lethtais aka tacredes Instruction and Ex- 


rs WE MEET 








BEYOND THE irra 


HASTINGS. 
THE AUTHOR'S COMPLETE a dortion 
pA favorite hymn, sung the world over, but of which onl 
€-SEVENTH part appears in the hymn books; mailed 

a address on or heh ofa “oe J od 15 cents we send 
the hymn with ee three pay on trial: 
TH CHRISTIANS: Tee we Waees Be 

ge 

Free from pills, puffs, and sectarian- 
ism; devoted to practical ( hristianity, PGcane Tem sates, 


LITTLE” CHRISTIAN: "Jee 2 


nd is very busy, but the tim ook 


through, y Our paper—a whe ¢ does not do to others. He is 
bh pleased with ta le ws also be glad of the ae 
velumeen. "— Mrs. DL. CH. rgeon said : “ 


Christian is the best = AL tome 
Address H. L. pesto 47 Cornbilt 


CRUDEN’S 
COMPLETE CONCORDANCE. 


To ene Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testa 
ment, a Dictionary and Al index 
to the Bible, by which any verse in the Bible may be 
ey found by looking for any material word in the 


My oy new. pen P ng enn in'y 4 sored, near, "bons 900 
prin on fine paper and substan ape 
Raval bvo. cloth. ‘This ts the geserdece an i> 
edition of Cruden’ sgreah work. Nextto Dr. re 
more recent work mentioned above, Cruden’s ms e 
best. One of these should be by 
English-s Protestant family in the vow 
Sent to any part of the Uahes syne, post-paid, on 
receipt of $1.7 


Enterprise saath ot Agency, 
802 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


HENRY WARD BEECHER. 


Aff" hee Wanted. 








His Sermons are published re) aan Sarient a, LS 
the weekly pamphlet ** oye 00. 
Of all Newadealers, 7 ent lou Pe ag .00. 
Clergymen and Theo! r+ Students, ea 

Fords, Howard & Hulbert, New. York. 





Tan cansee OOKSTORE 
iepistate® Phitada, Pa. 


SEND F FOR | CATALOGUE, 


SYMBOL GIFTS meet" Seen. 


Oc. for Sample Set with Hire, S of pr oe 
ty. 




















Hank Y ANGELL, 354 Fourth Ave., New 
ing inquiry concerning 
Subteckes, as well tt thes paper, Foe y Ly on 


‘saw the advertisement in The Sunday Schoot 

















February 10, 1883.] 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 








A Good Thing for Your Scholars. Ba 


large number of Sunday-school teachers believe that it is wisest to secure for their scholars the best oe that can be obtained. Such teachers 


are oan to find in ind ine Re Scholars’ Quarterly 
even though it be #omewhat higher than that of other lesson publications. 
beautiful colored map of “ The Field of the First Missionaries,” 
a year, or $25.00 for a hundred-copies a year. 
at the yearly rate; under 10 copies, three months, seven cents each. To supply a class costs, for instance, 

months, 35 cents ; for 10 scholars, one year, $2.50; three months, 63 cents. Send seven cents for a specimen ini. 


If you have not used The Scholars’ Quarterly in your~school or class within a year, we will supply it to you on trial, for one 
Such ordérs must be accompanied with the statement that The Scholars’ Quarterly published by The Sunday 
These rates, which are much below the cost of production, are only for new trial-orders. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


TO INTRODUCE IT. 





quarter only, at just one-half the above regular rates. 
School Times has not been used in the school or class within a year. 


many attractive helps that cannot be had elsewhere, and the 


—_ quite willi 
The number for the 


rst quarter of 1 


‘It is sent by mail without costing subscribers anything for 








y the price necessary to secure them, 


33 as an ap ropriate illustrated cover, a 

pictures, music, and the usual full assortment of lesson helps. The Scholars’ Quarterly costs 25 cents 
. Subscriptions are taken for three or six months 
Hows :—For five scholars, one year, $1.25; three 





“OXFORD” 





Teachers’ Bibles. 
“OXFORD” 


Revised New Testaments, 
Authorized by the American Committee of Revision 


In various Sizes and Styles of Binding. 
For sale at all bookstores throughout the country. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 
42 Bleecker St.. New York. 


CONCERT EXERCISES, 


The following Scriptural Concert Exercises, 
having first appeared in The Sunday School 
Times, have been printed in pamphlet form, 
for the convenience of schools which may de- 
sire to use them : 

THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE 
(Easter Service). 

THE GIFT BY GRACE. 

CHRIST, ALL AND IN ALL. 

THANKSGIVING AND THANKSLIVING. 

WHY AM I NOT A CHRISTIAN? 

A THANKSGIVING SERVICE. 

BIBLE SACRIFICES. 

BIBLE WORDS ABOUT SINGING. 











CONSECRATION 

FAITH.. 

TRUST. 

HEAVEN: OUR FATHER’S HOUSE. 


PRAISE GOD. 

SEEDTIME AND HARVEST. 

THE BEATITUDES. 

THE CREATION. 

THE GIFT OF GIFTS. 

THE GLORIES OF THE CHRIST-CHILD, 
THE NAMES OF OUR LORD. 

THE WAY OF LIFE. 

THE WONDERFUL. 


Price of each, $2.00 per 100 copies. No 
extra charge for postage. Samples, 5 cents 
each. Address, 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Bible and its Study 


PROMPTINGS AND HELPS TO AN INTEL- 
LIGENT USE OF THE BIBLE. 











The general interest in the series of articles 
on the Bible and its study, contributed by em- 
inent European and American writers to the 
issue of The Sunday School Times for Decem- 
ber 13, 1879, led to their reissue in a form con- 
venient for handy use, and yet neat enough for 
permanent preservation. All the articles hav- 
ing a bearing upon the general theme of the 
best methods of using the Bible itself and the 
various helps to its right understanding, have 
been collected under the title of The Bible and 
its Study, and are published in a 96 page pam- 
philet, 





: Sent by mail, prepaid, on receipt of price. 
Single copy, 20 cents. Five or more copies, 15 
cents each. Address, 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 





A CHANCE TO OBTAIN A RELIABLE 


ENCYCLOPEDIA CHEAP. 
The Library of Universal Knowledge. 


It contains every word of Chambers’ Encyclopedia, with half as many titles added on 
American subjects, all under our alphabetical arrangement. 

Price, per set of 15 volumes, cloth, - - - $25.00 
We will send the entire set for - - - - - $15.00 

This is, indeed, a whole library in itself, and if you care anything for books, yeu cannot 
afford to let this opportunity pass. 

The aa? contains more matter, is brought up to a later date, than any other encyclope- 
dia, is easy to handle and hold, being of a convenient size (92x63 inches), the type is large and 
clear, and the paper and binding handsome and durable. 

The work embraces over 40 ,000 titles, is a verbatim reprint of Chambers’ (with American 
additions), the great merit of which is universally acknowled 

The Library of Universal Knowledge is especially pted for the wants of American 
families. It is a companion that answers every question and asks none. Each volume contains 


nearly a thousand pages, which shows that the information contained therein is presented with 
sufficient fullness, at the same time succinctly and with accuracy. 


Forwarded by Express on Receipt of $15.00. 


ENTERPRISE PURCHASING AGENCY, |: 
802 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


THE PEOPLE’S LIBRARY. 


$1.00 BOOKS FOR 10 CENTS! 


This is mal fact. We have published, on fine heavy paper, and plated froma Sees Bree 
Hundred and rhein complete stories, the cost of each one of en in book is from ¢ om fl. .00 pain each, and 


we will send any of them b on recel v4 of toe, Steam, or or twenty according to 
ial list, to rdering, please ve Sbeeiones of tea tore: Special 








mail, postage 
length ofthe story. The foll lowing is a 





















offer: To any reader of this paper orde at least one dollar’s worth, we will send a splendid eg Np 
“ Diary of a Village Gossip,” and a beautiful Panel Picture, size 6x9 inches, of eight roses, 
mounted on cardboard, beveled and gilt edge, absolutely free. This picture is worth 2% wake 
Price. | No. PRICE. 
2. Put Yourself in His Place. Charles Reade. 20c | 39. A Life’s peasy Tc icasmal 20c 
z Aurora rae. & By Miss M. E. Braddon............ 20c Percy and the Prophet. By kie Collins..... 10c 
4. Han 1 Lover 45. ffre BY the Duch 20c 
5. Jacob Fait Captain Marryat... 99. Her ram to the By Mary 0c 
6. Ivanhoe, By Sir Walter Scot 106. ey’s Secret. By Miss M. E. Braddon 20c 
14. The ‘Haunted Tower. By 110. A ie’ '$ Ordeal. y 8S. Southworth... 10c 
15. The wees =~ Sin. By Mi .E 112. The Missing Diamonds... ...................0..ccceeeesseeee 0c 
16. Victor and V ees, By Mars} 117. Mrs. Caudle’s Curtain Lectures. «» 10e 
18. Christie’ s Old ¢ Organ,  e 118. Heiress to & Million.............-.seseceseeseeees a» 10C 
21. Bede’s Charity. a 122. Brenda i By — Cecil Hay...... ccccee 20C 
2%. In Prison and Out. Aw Stret 14, The Chark ie Dickens coossen, SOC 
= Window Curtains. By Ate 130, The ‘Three Cousl 0c 
A Thorny Path. By 131. The ded and vw Wc 
= The Little Captain. ies 137. vee and Partode By the author of“ Dora 
. The Secret Sorrow. esh y Agnes a icaiag” Be a we 
38. A Shadow onthe Thr nold. i By Mary Cecil Hay 10c | 130, A A Prose on Sea. By Wilkie Collins. 
41. The Blunders of a Bas Man. Bytheauthor 143. The Cloven Foot. By Miss M. E. Braddon...... 20c 
of“ A Bad Boy’s reas 10c | 156. Tom Tiddlers’ Ground. By Charles Dickens... 10c 





Sold by the newsdealer in your town. We guarantee satisfaction in every res Send for one dollar’s 
worth, as a trial order, and get “ Diary of a Village Gossip,” and Panel Picture, free. Send money » 4 
office order or registered letter at our risk, Sums under one dollar send in one-cent postage stamps. not 
delay, but order now, and address 


J. 8, OGILVIE & CO., PUBLISHERS, 31 ROSE STREET, NEW YORK. 


A RELIABLE et POST-PAID FOR $3.50, 


This watch, as now made and put upon the market, Isa mar- 

elof simplicity and accuracy, and contains more ingenuity 

than any one thing that ory een tented in this or any other 

country for a number of years. ithin thelast twelve months 

many valuable improvements have been made, both in the 
manner of putting up, as well as in the quality of material used. 


How Tested and Regulated. 
P,* MH is —_ from the factory which has not been run 
positions, and carefully regulated. The 


tent during the wn oe » Ray is a very severe one; all est come up 
or be sent back to the work-room. Hithertoa 
L LU (y 















ot om watch | has been the very poorest of pe and 
‘being of no value as a time-k r, and a constan 

ong source of expense to the owner, This watch ‘ean composed 
of less than one-third La A — eee of parts ina watch, 
which are soarranged as cleaned and repaired. it 
Fane 21 heute wetk Gea endo gee foe ill wear for years. 


Mechanism of the Watch. 
rns around, thus coil- 


ng. Moreover, the springis very 
under r rough usage. The 
interior machinery of the watch consists of three wheels anda 
hair spring and balance wheel. This is the whole story—A 
spring, a revolving wheel work, balance wheel work, and a 
train of three wheels. Taking every yal screws, plnions, 
wheels, case, spring and eg me are on! fifty-e tg t parts 
in all, as against usually 150 to 200 ere is another 
point ‘in connection with the watch. i the wheels revolved 
around the centre of the case every hour, it is evident that the 
peering of all the wheels, those arts that wear the most, will 
be continually shifting their position. The preueyre or weight 
upon the bearings will be continua}ly changed—if there ts any 
wear it will be distributed equally. he wear is distributed on 
all the working parts alike, a mechanical de ma “me of which 
will be found in a book accompanying each watch 
A watch made by hand wonld cost as much asa cottage by the seashore or a small yacht and would take 
about as long to build. So perfect is the machinery used in the manufacture of this w atch, and so exact are all 
the parts, that they go together at once, the first time, and revolve, without = ae or with 80 little that it does 
not materially add to the cost. This is the secret of the cheapness of the watc 
So well known have these watches become, thousands are them in A to higher priced watches 
—over 100,000 have been made and sold the past 12 months, Company are now making six hundred 
watches every day, or one a minute. You would imagine the whole country supplied by this time. By no 
means—for, in fact, it is Everybody’s Watch. 


Fach watch is put up in handsome satin-lined case. Sent post-paid (registered) on receipt of <alz 29-60 
Each watch is guarantend to be as represented, and may be returned if not satisfactory in every r — ? 2 


ENTERPRISE PURCHASING ACENCY, 
802 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 



























SUR The fi TO Wook ny ge 


The Rapid W 
LIBRARY RECORD: 


NO CHANCE FOR CONFUSION OR DELAY. 
- 60 


Price 300 volumes. 
for 7 asa én 





Also larger a. By mail on receipt of price, ie 
JOHN McNEILL, 
243 South 4th St., Phila. 


Young's Analytical Concordance. 


Revised with appendix to the Bible, Royal eeete, 
cloth, 1100 pages, (students’ edition on an enti 
lan A} cones, ever pe ok 
tical order, 
original with’ the literal meant of each, and its pro- 
nunciation,exhibiting about3lL referetices,marking 
30, 000 ) various hi 44. ~~ oll = 
the est’ informatio: i ee 
Antiquities, etc., ete aealgned for “23.5 
reader of the English Bib Te t Young, D., 
The publishers say :—* In omnes fe 5 enn 
size and thickness, our issue is in every wat th unui 
of Th oe aw fine ee Editi satiate 
“The on cree ye dey the on 
edly advertised the American contained 





errors, we have, a esreas expense had the work care- . 
English 


fully collated, word with the latest 
Edition, and eve ‘eee or omission aan Sea 


- in albditt on to this, our examinatio’ 
ht mar es in the English Walton self 
of which have been corr 


“ The book as published b; ourselves, bearing on on the 
Le ‘Students y Edition,’ is therefore 


To eohetaen, this great work ade no commendation. 


All th ces to since 

a aS ae > Alexander Cruden issned the ters 
<< oe 

been reprints ) under various 


by Brows oe ¥ lesen Smt h and others. na rnis work 
entirely independent one went beeen 
either in its or execution. 7 m- 
inating feature of this work is th 
of every word in the “Bible under its 
in Hebrew or Greek with 


own proper 
the literal meaning of the same. means the 


help at all. The great aim of this work - 
payne eee 
is complete wit What Worcester or Webster's 
ish Foun 2am 
lytical Concordance is to the ish Bible. t gives 
pleasure to be able to place this latest best 
jon within als reach not only of every pastor, but 
of every family. 
Sent, Carriage paid, on receipt of only $3.26. 


802 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 
Menand Women ts. Steady work. Jas. 
Wanted; Whitney, N Cacteee, Rochester, N. y. 
AG WANTED for the Best and Fastest sell- 
ing Fogqces 3 


ctorial Books and Bibles. Prices 
percent. NATIONAL PUBLISHING Co., Phila,, Pa. 


Salesmen Wanted. 2 Barsey ack: 


CHAS. W, STUART, Newark, Wayne 


AGENTS Wanted = Books & Bibles 


Toi fice sling Ggt needed every~nere LAberad ters 
ERMANENT and LUCRATIVE BUSINESS 


pk securec * energetic men 





> to sell our Hand Rubber | aps. Sam- 
ples free. Foljambe & Co., ‘Cleveland. 0. 




















en in every it Address with stamp 
WILMOT, CASTLE, & Co Set ester, N.Y. 
ae Us Ni PRINCIPLE. 
a NTE » PEN 


Thehest book for y a men, “* Presenusthee 
—Ch, Leader. 


of all desirable success.” Pes to 


wealth, spiritual and a ae 
12mo,$ $1.50. Extraterms toagents. s. Jas. FE ~ 


Sn COFFEE 
4 periection Gottce Pet sfoor other process. 











j fod Wanted, Enormens ts, choice 
One azent made $1. & the ues wee, 


AL HEPA Act, = sia Ka ly 





SUNLIGHT “0 SHADOW 
ren~by John B. Gough-24 


ee eee ears ae © of BS hee 
Everyone laughs 2a er it. Tensof rouse 
are how waiting = it. Micsistern’ on say “God opens a.” 
The temperance cause is now “ booming,” and this is the best 
selling book ever 4: t. Now is the time to work for EH. 







T With inthis Wings” --MALACHE. 
he Natural ‘Wonders os b Dplatieal aan 
dande be beautiful Analogies between , 


Sar at Berea oh pos “Fal 


of ineptretion, Abie, 5 Abie, E bee 5 Brillian 





agg 
Fy tear yy = AGENTS Wat WANTED Ree ecw. 








Tapio. tn making 


Softee stare ara © you, will oblige the 
stating that 10% 
he Sunday School Times. 


as well as the advertiser 
earo the advertisement in T 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





Vol. XXV., No. 6. 








PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY — “TIMES. Published weekly 
at the which inclade postage. 











to 

o “ 
2: 10 to yoo “- - 

copies or more....... ws 

The yellow on each paper shows up to what date 
a subscriber paid, If dhe pr publisher does not by that 
date receive a uest the subserwer that the paper 
be discontinued, he will contin send ut. The paper 
will, however Be stopped at any tine Y the 


thereafter 
subscriber 80 desires, and remits the amount due for the 
time that he has received &. The papers for a club wil 
be stopped at once on the Ay opty af the club subserip- 
tion, unless a renewal same ts received, 
Suibscriptions will be received for any portion ofa 


y rates. 

Whalilons may be made at any time to a club, at the 
pm @ rate at which the club, as frst formed, would be 
= orized to subscribe anew. Such additional sub- 
ons to ere at the same time with the clubas 
orignal The new subscribers to pay pro 
23 at their eps. 

ra pn whether 


separately e m 
phe ¢ club, will be Siiteaknaed at the expiration of the 
jon. 
ju os asking to have the direction of a paper 


be careful to name not only the 
oes Pn Tait they wish it sen t also the one to 
been sent. All ad pease abould tnctude 
tore county and state 
Any person wishing to renew either a single or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
ot fore b n known to the publisher, will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
nave heretofore nm sent. 
a rs wishing to introduce The Times to their 
friends, oa have spostenen copies sent free from this 
to any address. 





THE WEEKLY on LEAF. A separate leaf for 
every pendey in th 
100 % monte ooo 00 
100 en, ‘cae year... 7.20 
Lens 100 copies at game rate, Orders not taken 
for ieas than one F mo nth, 

THE SCHOLARS’ 
sons for three mon 


RTERLY. Contains the Les- 
with colored map, beautiful 





jn FO gy + ww LEAF. A separate leaf for each 
Printed on writing paper, and requiring 
writes answers to questions on tne lesson. 
100 copies one Seria. veipsesosines 80c. 


9.60, 
Less than 100 copies at sume rate. Urders not taken 
for less than one calendar month. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Paternoster Row 
E. C., wi tend the American Padarens Ya (eat 
Fat Great 
incipat hewndalera: Seles ¢ wee eg 
Boholars Quarterly, nt price Dateeet 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


ag: Foe yh te A, - noveemnene in 
00) mes cen r 
line (14 lines to an Inch), each lesorten, we 
one time or more, sucepung | for the months ‘of 
and December 


Novem During these months 
there a@ large extra circulation a with 
a Gg of advertising matter for its columns, 


rate will hd 40 cents per og A line. Advertise- 

ts. begin — in the but soneing 
through eee coe December, Will be charged at 
for the nine issues for those at 

The ters Reading Notices (bou 
in i ht will be $1.00 
line each insertion, and for Spec Notices ( (solid 
“ivetters. cents per line for each insertion at any season. 
rs concerning advertisements should be ad- 


“PENNA. RELIGIOUS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION, 
802 Chestnut St., ome. a 





PIANOFORTES. 


UNEQUALLED IN 
Tone, Touch, Workmanship, and 
Durability. 
WILLIAM KNABE & CO., 


No. 112 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


HOOK 2 HASTINGS, 


Butiders of tne Grand Organs ye le, 
Ry 8 Church Brooklyn; ‘Music Teall. 
Cinciemalt $ @ ‘Holy Communion, Phila- 


‘CHURCH. ORGANS, 


paras ORGANTL 
are tn ; ie rn bly tows a RGANTSTS a and ta 
PTIV CIRCU- 


ES Sree reese negate 
Rosewood 
ioe Piose pee 
— AN, Steel and Beel 
rita & Co- Ht mee ie 


























STERBROOK °" "Sine 


Leading Numbers: 14, 048, 130, 333, 261. 


For Sale by all Stationers. 
THE ESTERBROOK STEEL PEN CO., 
Works, Camden, N. J. ‘ 26 John St.. New York. 





SSIS IES 





eent packs for 280. 






Cempendium of Teaching, ete., books worth 7 
whole ten $1.10; singly, 16c. each : five libraries §1 each, posip'd. 


$9 SUNDAY-SCHOOL ORGAN. 


——“THE MOST SUCCESSFUL HOUSE IN AMERICA.”—— 


time is approaching when 
something hand- 





«6 Pianofertes. 


can be more suita- 
ble than an aN or PIANO- 
FORTE. a'Betore eee ice ou make a 
chase write f -LUSTRATED 


CATALOG UE 
les at 


UY ELSEWHER 


SEND FOR HOLIDAY CIRCU- 

READY. Valuable information to the retatl 
eM If you have no time to write a letter send a postal anyway. 
Address or call sate DANIEL F. BEAT IY, 


{ BEATTY’S MANUFACTORY 


LARS, NOW 


Raliroad Ave. & Beatty Bt. } i Beatty Bullding, Washington Ave, 









ge 


wntil you 









BRATTY’S OFFICES AND 














“ The 


Largest Organ and Piano Establishment in Existence.” 
While as rule over the doors of other manufactories you read “ Positively No Joe. 
laa aia 


$6 75 FOR A $100 8. 8. LIBRARY. 


tents | 15 wesell } 


00'S Aas, $i t $1.50 8. =a 
put ep in pampalet form, neat covers, 


books, 
saleebeh, light ay flexible: witl positively outlast most ~ dam 
ive. Book« ready catalogued and numbered; detivered free. 
Over three milion sola, 
5&0 books, $3 60. Sample book and particulars, ic. 


$1 10 FOR A $10 TEACHERS’ LIBRARY. 
© Ten books, inciudiog Bible Dictiona 


170 bee «s iseued—whele 18 for Silas 48. 


, Commentary, 
. to $1.50 each : 


Seven stops, feur full cotaves, four sets of reeds (a8 


ful, lavest improvements, $35. Send for particu ars. 


30x44; correct to latest survey. Old Testament 


Palestine, New Testament Palestine, and Trav- 
le mete. Peat, Sagem $1.50 each; on cloth 


ete: CARDS, 9.0.27 


ity-five 
Ten packs, 80c, Sample pack. assorted, Se ie. 


WASHINGTON, NEW JERSEY, UNITED STATES OF aN 


PER YEAR POR wOWTaLy 8. 6 pares 


when bought in lots.of ten or 


more. TERIEAE size of the ordinary. One immense 


weekly at 30c. per year: ene primary weekly at 6c. per year. 


rie PER YEAR FOR QUARTERLIES. 
2 


Scholars’ Lesson Helps, with music, patent old 
and new tune combination. te sing at sicht. 
& Teachers’ Helps 180. te 24e. per year. Simples free. 


$1.30 TEACHERS’ BIBLE. Ps.27 





a, tables, maps, etc., most pee te Beeps Bible extant 
rar pages, gilt edges, strong binding, for $1.30. Best kid lined, 
fiexibie, protection edges, silk » ete., for $2.30, postpaid. 


mits ehurch and Sunday-school: 


iotien ob pee . words and music. old 


hundred ; postage 


Be. SONG BOE. 


and new tunes, 
extra, 134 ots pov ae Basegnn 





DAVID C. COOK, RxevoLuTion SuNDaY ScHoo. PUBLISHER, 46 Adams St., Chicago. 





ANEW E 


Roleas oad PY pay Arthur, Cleveland,O. A p 
Music ofa high character, yet BT ey wt — _ E mel 
ree OOLS. ni 


To Be had aa Choe 


Cleveland, © Oo. = AC pee 


IN SU 
‘TH 


Contai 


QOLS He 


agic copy. 
"A: ‘Bl ae 


NDAY-SCHOOL MUSIC. 
E SPIRIT OF PRAISE,” 


and tho: h musician and S. S. in- 
y and rich harmony. No 
Tunes. To meet the demands of 





bed price is is Axed as follows: oe edition, ornamented covers, 
per paatpe, —- cents single co 
a and beautiful 


Board edition, ornamented, 
Z pousd. Material best quote. 
lished a\ the Evangelical Publishing House, 
Woodland Avenue, Cleveland. O. 












day-se 


Church ‘Sets » Compan, $35 to $500. 
The Largest Stock in the United States. 
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ARTISTIC 
SILK BANNERS 


FOR SUNDAY- UNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
Send to J. & R. LAMB, 

59 Carmine Street, New York, 
FOR HAND BOOK. " __ 

























Our new cata- 
logue will tell you 
how safely, easily and 
cheaply you can buy 
clothing for men or boys 
y mail. Send your ad- 


dress, and we will forward it 
by return post. 


Wanamaker & Brown. 


Oak Hall, 
Steth and Market Sts.. Philadelphia. 
MRS.POTTS 


COLD HANDLE SAD Tat 








ADVANTAGES 


DETACHABLE WALNUT HANDLE, 
DOUBLE POINTED, IRON BOTH WAYS, 
BEST IN USE AND CHEAP, 
THREE IRONS, ONE HANDLE AND | 

STAND TO A SET. 


FOR SALE BY T! 
HARDWARE T 


D GLASS SUB 
with the sheets o: 





DE 


PITUTE 
rtificial Stained 





anh at recommend it to others.—J. W. ¥ 
Bloomsburg, Pa. Jw. 
exact fac-simile of the 


LARTMAN, 
1882. Itisc | durable and an 
nuine Stained Glass. Can be 


mple, se . Colored price lis' 


. Lum Smith, Pub.Orien 
etc. Bole Licensee 912 Arch st. Phila. Pa. 


GOOD COFFEE HM! 


Gantt ES WU, Bad E Sena Katee cy, mos 
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Agents’ Herald, 

















WORTH REPEATING. 


_—— f— 


THE SMOKE OF SACRIFICE. 
(By George Macdonald. } 
Lord, I have laid my heart upon thy altar, 
But eannot get the wood to burn; 
It hardly flames ere it begins to falter, 
And to the dark return. 


Old sap, or night-fallen dew; has damped the 
uel ; 

In vain my breath would flame provoke. 
Yet see! at vee 5 poor attempt’s renewal 

To thee ascends the smoke. 


’Tis all I have—smoke, failure, foiled endeavor, 
Coldness and doubt and palsied lack : 

Such as I have I send thee. Perfect Giver, 
Send thou me sinc biiii back ! 


THE GLADNESS OF CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP. 


(The Rev. W. M. Statham, in The Quiver.] 


We come to the sanctuary to enjoy a 
quickened spiritual consciousness, United 
worship acts energetically upon the entire 
spiritual nature. Just as nature’s beauties 
are seen with exhilarated feeling and 
sharpened perception, when we are to- 
gether, and call one another to the glorious 
prospect of sea and mountain—so is it in 
religion. All our religious experiencesare 
gechened and heightened in thesanctuary. 

autiful as are the scenes of earth, it is a 
weary world, asad world, a suffering world, 
and a burden-bearing world. We need to 
gaze upon the “inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fadeth not awa 

Fellowship makes us glad. hither 
the tribes go up.” Yes, } families 
and different tribes. It ought to.touch us 
that others are praying for us, rejoicing 
with us. We are one family’ in Him. 
This is not mere figure—it is fact. Be- 
neath all differences of garb, and taste, 
and culture, we are one in Christ. The 
enthusiasm of a common object calls us 
together, warfare against all forms of evil 
gives us a common inspiration. 

The tribes “went up.” It must have 
been a beautiful spectacle, that family 
gathering, when Jerusalem was crowded, 
and they dwelt in white tents beneath 
that clear Eastern sky. We cannot enter 
into one another’s deepest feelings. No! 
But we can have common consciousness 
of life, and grief, and battle, and pain. 
There are lives harder to live than we wot 
of. There are open wounds underneath 
many a soldier’s breast-plate; there are 
— for sympeny and spiritual help. 

ou say itis really too ideal to suppose 
that anything like ‘eal union can belong 
to Christ’s Church. I cannot think so. 
Iam sure that the joy of this, to a large 
extent, was the strength of the early 
Church. When we bow our hearts before 
God’s throne, let us remember that there 
is somebody whose sorrow is heavier than 
ours, whose grave is fuller, whose hopes are 
weaker, whose disappointments are greater. 
F ellowship i is a beautiful thing. e soon 


| know if our brother is keeping away from 





ited on the glass in the M.E, Church windows, | 


~ae one, Uuen eresy where. epeonenaintey | 
+ mee r 4 San ~ Sh cong | 
et, | 


us, or is distant to us, or does not care 
much. Even the strong nature of Paul 
was depressed when only Mark was with 
him, and even he was refreshed by One- 
si shorus, and comforted by the coming of 
Titus. And how glowingly he speaks of 
the fellowship of the saints, and of the 
household of God, and at last he says, “I 
am ready to be offered up, and the time 
of my departure is at hand. Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of right- 
eousness ; and not for me only, but for all 
those also who love His appearing. 








Reeston Kean Ge. 
Bankers. 


100 Washington Street, Chicago. 


Receive the accounts of Merchants, Bankers and 
others. 


Issue certificates of deposit. 
Discount commercial paper. 
Loan money on approved collaterals. 





8% First Mortgages 


use secur omething new. ular. 
FRANCIS MITH & CO., Indianapolis, Ind. 


get full information about 
our 7 per cent. farm mort- 
r . 12 years experience; 
tee ; not a dollar lost. - ca ;Watkins & Co. 


wrence, Kanss. and 243 Broadway, New Yor 














In ordering goods, or in making inquiry ij eidbatthe 

| anything advertised in this paper, you will oblige the 

publisher, as well as the advertiser, by stating that yor 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Tima, 
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a pl avas. 


WORLD | 
LADIES’ FANCY WORK. 


CROCHET. * Kj cuAue DARNED abe ba rT ene 


This Book has 50 IUustrations one, 15 Darned 
Lace Patterns, Patterns and Instructions for Crochet- 
ing and ag 2 porous ey Rick - a Trim 
ming, Tidy, Wo Price, 50c 

OOK br INSTRUCTIONS axe PX irERNS 

for Artistic Needle Work, Kensington Embroi 
Directions for Making Knitted Work, etc. Tells how 
make 20 ches. incladi South Kensington, Outline, 
Persian, Tent, yg ‘anina, Filling, Feather, etc. 

rns Basket, Splasher , Piano 


5 COUBRED Si ier, Peters ponte ne 

‘A BOOK OF 300 CRoss-sT ITC PlireaNS ke 
oa etc. Borders, Corners, Flowers, 

Birds, ani mane: Stork 

alle og SPE 


Stats 
ALL ! $1.00. 
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FREE! # By — Mail—A fall description of of 


8s New TAILorR System of 
CUTTING. TK Ww. MOODY &CO. 31 W.9th, Cincinnatl.O. oO 











Is now extensively used, and is 
cal faeulty wherever it has been introduced. 


Its adaptability is general to the invalid, the con- 


valescent and the vigorous. 

To children it secures a strong muscular develop- 
ment, and for maternal nursing, imperfect mastica- 
tion, athletic training, physical exhaustion, indigestion 
or mental overstrain, it is the Perfection of food. 
No other beef extract is so palatable or so nutritious 
as Johnston’s, and we confidently recommenda !: as 
the only meat extract which fulfills all the a) 
required in such preparations. 

For sale by Druggists and Fine Grocers generally. 
Rebert Sheemaker & Co., General Agents 
wW.M, Shoemaker, Proprietor, Philadelphia. 








Superior to 
any. Highest 
medical authorities 
testify to its delicacy of 
tasteandsemell. For sale by 


Druggists. 
WM. H. SchieffeliniCo( 78d Conada) N. Y. 
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WasH BLUE. 
‘or Sale by Grocers. 


D. 8. WILTBERGER, Prop., | 
. Second 8t., Phila., Ba | 
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What will a Patent 


Fe 
tomers of last. 
about 175 pages, 
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EE 
di 
icon era picn 
Inval ? to all espec- 
O. DETROIT NioH. . 


It containa 
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" making it a camel Gardening — A 
I the latest information known to the author of “Gas 
f for Profit.” Mailed free on application. 
(Please state in what paper you saw this), 


“er Henderson & Co., 
Cortlandt St., New York. 
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Wilde 


hae Sane 


our Beauti; 
FRUITING—Berries 


ripe aod half ri 
EA 


new, early APS HEGA 
OG Plants by mail or express to all hee the United States. 


PATENTS. 


CAN | OBTAIN A PATENT ? 


Send a rough sketch or (if you can) a model of your 
pg wg Let Ray ce x LEMON, ing- 
will be ar of all United States patents of thesame 
class of inventions and you will be advised whether 
or not a patent can be obtained. 


FOR THIS Ae ey aH PT) appeal 


TION NO CHARGE I ost? 


f you are advised that your invention is 

| send $20 to pay Government appli 

of #15, and $5 for the drawings required by t the 
Government. This is pazebie ' when application is 
made, and is all of the expense unless a patent is al- 
lowed. When allowed, the attorney's fee (925) and 
the final Government fee ($20) is payable. Thus 
you know bape oe for nothing, whether you are 








eine to get a patent‘or not, and no attorney's fee 
ay unless ~~ do o ge @ Patent. An attorney 
aan n his in obtaining a Pat- 





ent will. not advise you that your tnvention is 
tentable, unless it really is patentable, so far as 
is judgment can aid in determining the question : 
hence, you can rely on the advise given after a 
preliminary examination is had. zm 
= the a of Labels. Trade Marks 
Re- secured. €nveats prepared and 
filed. Applications in revivor of Aban- 
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m Very often 
wes inventions are saved in these classes of 
cases ou have undertaken to secure your own 
——- a@ skillful handling of the case 
uccess. Send mea written request ad- 
to the Commissioner of Patents that he 
nize > Gacken E. Lemon, of Washington, D.C. 
as your attorney in the case, giving the title of 
the invention and about the date of filing your 
application. An examination and report will cast 
‘ou nothin Searches made for title toinventions, 
tn meee an {nformation relating to Patents promptly 
Copies of Patents oan at the regular 
Seses rates, ( each.) Remember this 
office has been in successful operation since 1863. 
ou therefore reap the benefits of experience, 
besides reference can be given 9 actual clients in 
almost every county in the U. Pamphiet re- 
iating to Patents free upon AL 


CEO. E. LEMON, | 
615 15th St... WASHINGTO 


Attorney-ot-Low. and rare Ana oy tl 
nd Foreign Patents. 


AUTOMATIC 
EYE-GLASS HOLDER. 


Winds up cord itself. “A” 
shows position of 
reeled up. No break 
glasses: very handy. T i. 
sands are in use. By mail, 
agin 





KETCHAM & 
mcbDOGOLLY Mfrs. , 
see Place, N. Y 





In obits pry or in mabing inguiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the advev- 
tusement in The Sunday School Times. 
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iittala aaa 
That The Suntory School Times jnpende to give to 


its readers the best that can be had, is proven in the 
announcements here made. Pastors, superintend- 
ents, and teachers will be quick to a eae the 
good things thus han within their reac 


war Critical Notes on the New Testament is | 
will ‘be by EX-PRESIDENT THEODORE. DL TD 


wow est. 82 Ca ask Gaientiering. 
Sioa teed Revisers. 


"ei Gaon Gaoms vows Old Testament lessons 
a be - n by PROFESSOR WILLIAM H. oneen, 
Theological Sem! 


, ip of he American Company of Old Ton 
ment Revisers. 


FOR THE FIRST six MONTHS. 
qin ertnesin the line of the lessons for the first 
six months of t ye have already been secured from 
the folio’ —. distinguished scholars and writers of 
Europe and America. 





By PRINCIPAL J. W 


., Samraen, of 
Natural Aspects 0} of the Apostolic 


ic Miracles. 


a Anes th) Stony ga Meth. Epis. Church, | | 


Pa. % C. D. CINSBURG, the eminent writer on 


Apostolic 
A. $. ISAACS 
conger ighae of 
“Dy hy PROFESSOR 
Sy SIRO? ALPE tee tnciy Chure! 
ALFRED LEE, of ofthe Prk Epis. Ch 


member visors The Pret Christia Christian M 


The Jewish Authorities in the | 


artyr. 


oy o> LEONARD WOOLSEY BACON :—The Herod 
“a or. "GEORGE ae’ BOARDMAN :—Angel Min- 


| istera in the Book of 


By EX-PRESIDENT WOOLSEY, of Yale College :—An | 


Introduction to the Study of the Acts. 


By CASPAR RENE GaseoRy, Leipzig :—Critieal | 
Theories ofthe Composition of thé Acts, 

By EX-PROVOST C. J. STILLE, University of Penn- 

syivania:—The World as it Was in the Apostolic Age. | 

JOHN A. SRORDYS, of of the Southern 

ewish Expectations | 


Semi 
See foal seminary 3 


Dy Seaner * ELLICOTT, Chairman of the 
Serer et T, Hevisers:— The Influence of C 
in the Teachings of the Apostles, 
ON yw 5 tl nerums, of Williams College : 
4 Purpose of the Apostolic Miracles. 


American Bible Revision 

Deaconesses of the Apostolic Church. 
By DEAN ween 

Howson's Life of 

for his Work phos} the Gentiles. 


of Canada:—The| By 


Editor of the Jewish Mes- 
the Rabbis. | 
F. Feenen, of ~— Col- 


urch, 
of New Testament 


int author of Conybeare and | 
:~The Training of St. Paul | 


By PROFESSOR LLEWELLYN J. EVANS, of Lane 
Seminary :—Diversities within the Apos- 


THOMAS CHASE:—The Holy 
Spirit's 


wien SAMUEL W. DUFFIELD :—The Praise Ser- 
‘pat the Early Church. 





For the lessons from the Old Testament in the last siz 
months of the year an equally st:ong series of articles 
is in progress of arranging. 

Each of the various ents of lesson will 
be conducted by the Pefson most in teens 
that ie, Fae + ~ 
: Meee AR mbull at its head 

vy ® 
| The National Sunday Sch cher, of Chicago, 


| ine which periodical has, Garin the past year, been 
in The Senday School Times. 








jon and sco) ospects of that w 
“Tn bh 


national field. is — papers are already prom- 

ised from the followi 

+ a B- 0. o og the M. E, Church. 
REV. W.6 CUNNYNGHA , M. E. Ch. (South). 


lie i REV. WARREN RAR PH, 0 '. othe Bai t. Church. 
7  ¥, O Bo IN, for the Church (South). 
SIDENT JOSEPH ANGUS, of the ist | 8 - JAMES WORDEN, for the Presb, Ch. (North). 
He cge, Regent F Park, London; member of the Eng- REV. A E Duk NIN or the Congre tional Church. 
“Coinpas a of New Testament Revisers:—The ay ALL F foe | vang,. Luth. Ch. 
Apostalia Mise of Old Testament Prophecies. R Vy. LM RK. ior ; Oe, eS Carsch, 
By PROFESSOR L.T. TOWNSEND, of Boston Uni- ety. Vv. D. een for Oh. of United Brethren. 
Yoraity : :—Apostolic Opinions Concerning the Deity of BI CHAS. y Oe eG Ref Epis. Church. 
*hr 


By PROFESSOR J. P. GULLIVER, of Andover Theo- 
logical Seminary :—Communism in the Early Church. 
BISHOP EDMUND DE SCHWEINITZ, of the Mo- 
ravian Church :—The Missionary Spirit in the Apos- 


tolic Church. 


By PROFESSOR Fumoden CURISTLIES, Bonn, Ger- 


many :—Early Christian M 


ABBOT GERHARDT ALeoe Chief Eeclesiastic 
nh Hanover: —Carisianity’s — on 
1,00 


of Latheran Church | 
, Comflict with Paganism. 


By PROFESSOR M. B. RIDDLE, member of the 
American Company of New Testament Revisers :— 
| Antioc 
By PRINCIPAL G. M. GRANT, of Queen’s University, 

— Pagan Incarnations in Contrast with The 


h as a Centre. 


Incarnation. 


By PRESIDENT LEMUEL MOSS, of Indiana Uni- 


versity :—The Secret of Christianity’s Power. 


oun pes A MATIVEN 5 SIMPSON, of the Meth. Epis. 


Lessons from the Early Chure 


.F. 8. GREEN, Christian (The Disciples) Ch. 
.0. 4M aEVICAR, LL.D., for Canadian schools. 
REV. G.C. WAT ERMAN, for ie Freewill Baptist Ch. 
PROF. R. V . FOSTER, for the Cumberland Pres, Ch. 
JOSEPH JOHN MILLS, “for the Society of Friends. 
REV. W. R. DURYEE, d. D., for the Reformed Ch. 








SUBSCRIPTION RATES.— From 1 to 4 


each ; Pw bag pa ayes mg 


a loto to ifeomen tt ; 20 copies or ae, 
each, Three or six carnabt at the same pro 
fonate rate. To the person ares a club 0) ~ 

me. at these r ‘tional copy fr: 
: 4 SS ub, te 

ndlv 
go to o ice wxsaaane 
school ieee tele mall matte 

papers will be sent accordingly. 


large clubs, have the benefit of the very lowest rate. 





own as editor of 


Bon net, te OA rity be ee 
r copy, on condition that 


for the ph nd 

the number of copies (ordered in toe doe ant 
less than the — er of teachers in the school. 
h idl ma. t 


same wy b 
such a statement of the number of 


SPECIMENS FREE. soctes oe i es 
issue of the r, to enable ie teac! bd 
of eschgal to examine twill be sent fee Tr 
weeks or less, as ordered, "Sie nn a of two cents & 
copy per week. 


FOR YOUR SCHOLARS. 


: 
ie 











| In order to give an = ofthe American Sunday- 
By PROFESSOR PHILIP SCHAFF, President of the | school field and work, @ series of speci 


jal papers have 
Committee :—Deacons and | be 


pen pe Fam ne for, by which a pea pes pd man of 
och of the leading denominations = tell =e condi | Th 
enomi- 


cared, will be sent to the 
rs for a club niust all 


en 
r om post-offices, 
FOR THE SMALLER SCHOOLS..— ‘'°'%, 
By a new plan, thesmaller schools, which cannot form | by those who have tried it. 
It provides that when the entire force of teachers in 





THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY.— 


Good teachers believe that it is wise to secure for their 
scholars the best help that can be obtained, even 
though it may cost a little more than the cheapest. 

The Sch olars’ Quarterly is quite unlike other quarterly 
lesson publications. You will wish to see a copy 
fore ordering lesson helps for 1883. The number for 
fd. first quarter is now ready. It has an appropriate 

cover, a peautifirl colored map of “ The 

eld of the First Missionaries,” xy music, and 
the usual full assortment of lesson ove The Scholars’ 
Quarterly costs 25 cents a year, or $25.00 for a hundred 

copies a rer; three or ax months atthe yearly rate; 
waies 10 copies, three months, seven cents each. it 
costs for five scholars, one year, $1.25; three months, 35 
cents; for 10 scholars, oné year, $2.50; three months, 
63 cents. Send seven cents for a specimen copy. 


INTRODUCE IT.—If you have not used The 
oan Quarterly in your school or class within a 
ou can have it, on trial, for one quarter only, at 
hw ‘one-half the above ular rates. Such ersere 
must be accom fed wit: h the statement that the 
lication has not been used fe the school or class wii Mtn 
a year. 








THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF :,: 


each Sunday’s lesson on a separate sheet by itself, with 
questions, notes, etc. The leaves for each month are 
sent by mel in am le Sey for distribution. The price 
' is $7.20 per hand copies a year, or 60 cents a month, 
-f and the same proportionate Tate for er or smaller 
=. | quantities. An excellent leaf and at a low price, 


THE QUESTION ON LEAF isintenaea to in- 


crease lesson study at home. “rte uestions are printed 

| on writing paper (@ se for each tye) 

| and — written rt mene ‘beat ag me | t 

take the place of other lesson helps, but is a 

valuable supplement to them. It is liked exceedingly 

Price, 80 cents per hundred 

a month, and the same proportionate rate for larger 
| or smaller quantities. 





@an the teachers of your school afford to do without The Sunday School Times for 1883? Thousands of teachers in schools of all denominations, in the United states, Canada, and England, are now using the 
paper. Perhaps nothing will be done toward forming a club of subscribers in your school unless you make a start. Now is the time to work the matter up. 


* The Sunday School Times will be sent post free to any address in the United States or Canada for three months, on trial, for fifty cents. 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








Thirty-fifth Annual Report 


PENN MUTUAL LIFE 





Net Dane my 4 ls i casdinitptedpeiatane $7,314,655 03 
R ‘ad 2 your t 
ee 62 
r ~ ee 400,737 30 
1,818,873 92 
$9,133,528 95 
DISBURSEMENTS. 





Expenses.... 
Compeesone to Aj g ‘ents, 


7 Se MaRS - 4 
Agency and Printing, Sup- - 


Fire ae Office Furni- 





1,238,790 52 


Net Assets January 1, 1883..... $7 804,738 43 
ASSETS. 
Mand, Water Bonds, City Loans, R. R. 
renmeed Bank and other 





40 
2,043,431 90 
685,876 78 
640,367 00 


829,778 53 
64,209 8 


Flee r Assets beove.....- 
et kesees and Unreported Pre 87;504,7 733.43 panes 
Interest due and accrued 





Market Value of Stocks, ¢ ete., over cost. 392,365 60 
Gress Assets, Jan. 1, “1883 — rasa 72 
LIABILITIES. 

Losses rted, but not d 165, 
Canetiecachs. et” 
imaure FIBKS........°..........cc.00+ 6,854,849 00 
Surplus on Life Rate End'ts 
etec., and General Surplus, 
4per cent. coms 1,463,324 65 98,483,807 72 
Surplus at 454 per cent. 
estim ated), | ° $1,809,462 85 
Jo fend force, ° 14,972 
Amber of polices i in force, $38,194,522 
ane in 1882, ° 2,634 
,496,4 


Se euEr c. HUEY President. 

andiate ogy =? RPHENS. 2d 2d Vice Presid 
, t. 
re A BARKER, Actuar etuary. 25 
ENRY C. BROWN, Secretary. 


SAWYER’S CRYSTAL BLUE 


Red Tow Bor, ManuractTory EstaBLiswep 1858, 
Used by nearly every family in New 










because it never spots the clothes. 
The britliant azurine tint Hed. 
a clear rans, Linens, 


, Clear tint io | 


TAKE NO OTHER. 


SAWYER CRYSTAL BLUE CO., 
BOSTON, MASS. 


PHOTO COPYING. 
CANVASSERS 


Send for Price List to Dg ist ©. WILLIAMS, 914 
iron Be, Philadelphia, Pa. 





England, and by all first-class laundries, 


Cali for SAWYER'S Red Top Box. 

















This cut shows only one each of the two Instruments and four Batteries supplied. 


* 


? 


A Telegraph Apparatus 
for Everybody. 


WHAT FIVE BOYS DO. 


Five Boys or Young Men (12 to 19 years old), living 
within a mile or so of each other in a rural city, have | 
a wire running around to each one’s home. Thisis 
supported by brackets on trees and buildings, with a 
few poles where needed. Each has an instrument in 
his own room connected-~with the wire, and one com- 


‘pound battery in the cellar of the leader of the club 


supplies the electricity for all. These five lads (there 
might be twenty or more, including any ber of 
misses, using the same wire) converse with one an- 
other by telegraph whenever they choose gday or 
evening, thus having a pleasant entertainment, andat 
the same time becoming expert in telegraphy—a 
knowledge of which is daily growing in importance. 
The telegraphic language is easily learned, especially 
by the young, and it would be well for most young 
people to practically understand it. Shops, manufac- 
tories, business places, residences, distant buildings, 
etc., are easily and cheaply connected, at a great saving 
of time and leg weariness. One wire with an instru- 
ment at each end, and at as many intermediate points as 
desired, and one battery on the line, are the essentials. 

We have arranged to supply a very complete outfit 
for two stations, consisting of Two Sets of Instru- 
ments, including Batteries and Chemicals, with the 
20-ohm fine wire helix for working up to 15 miles when 
desired. Our set includes two extra Batteries (enough 
to work }¢ to & mile) ; siz Glass Insulators on Brackets 
to nail upon trees, buildings, or posts for carrying the 
wire; two Manuals giving full directions for putting up 
the apparatus and learning and using.-The wire 
needed can be obtained anywhere, Extra Instruments 
and Manuals for additional stations and persons, and 
extra Batteries for greater distance than % mile, can 
be supplied at half the cost of the first double set.—The 
double set (for two persons), that is,2 superior [nstru- 
ments, 4 Batteries, 6 Insulators and 2 Manuals, we wil! 
supply for $12. Address, 


The Enterprise Purchasing Agency, 
802 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 








LESSON LEAVES. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF furnishes each Sunday’s lesson on a separate sheet by 
, marginal references, ete. The leaves for each montli 
The price is $7.20 per hundred copies a year, 


itself, with questions, notes, home readings 


are sent by mail in ample time for distribution. 
| or 60 cents a month, and the same proportionate rate for larger or smaller quantities. Consider- 
ing the amount of er and printing furnished, and the care given to its preparation, this is 


the cheapest Lesson Leaf: in use. 


THE QUESTION LEAF is meeting a want long felt by superintendents and teachers who 
| have desired to increase lesson study at home. 
separate leaf for each Sunday), and require written answers from the scholars. 
the place of other lesson helps, but is a valuable supplement to them, 
for several months by some of the best Sunday-schools of the country, and is sure to come into 
general use as soon as teachers learn its value. 


Price, 80 cents per hundred a ‘month, and the same proportionate rate for larger or smaller 


The questions are printed on writing paper (a 


quantities. Orders not taken for less than a full calendar month. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publishier, 725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 





The Sunday School Nimes intends to admit only edvertisements that are trustworthy. 
the publisher will refund to subscri! 





It does not take 
The leaf has been used 









apg is Dry Goods 

Wearing pparol. ane 

Leconte gm APO point- 

ments sent by mail, express or freight, accord- 


ing to circumstances—subject to return and 

ndof money if not satisfactory. Cata- 

logue, with details, mailed on application. 
JOHN PHILADELPHIA 


WANAMAKER, 


We have the largest retail stock in the United States. 














Browse Gorden Clean 
HENRY A. DREER sxicaoacrwin: 
PHILADELPHIA. 


LANTS 


so SEEDS: 208 76 50,000 THRIFTY 


ANTS FORSALE. 
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DUTCHESS NURSERY AND SEED ESTABLISHMENT 
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STARR, atte Chester C 0., Pa. 
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We hav e just i issued 

ewart ar Five Pack ets ofSun- 
*day-schoo! Reward 

Cards, the San gneent ever offered for the price, with 
text on each h Packet contains from 16 to 30 cards, 
ey are sold oy all booksellers. Ask for “ The Peo- 
le’s Packet” of cards. Price per Pac as, , eentas, 
e will send one each of the five Packets by mail, 
post-paid. on oftoet free ote > ana card sent to any 


r a officer 
8. OGILVIE ns CO. Pobiahers, 
31 Rose Street, New York. 
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any money that they lose 


Should, however, an advertisement of ot 
re party in good standing be inadvertently inserted, 


